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HE Editor thinks it ne- 
ceſſary, by way of Preface, 
to acquaint the reader of the 
following pages, that the origi- 
nal work was received with plea- 
ſure, and read with avidity, by 
every lover of natural know- 
| ledge in France. In order to 
render ſo uſeful a work as ex- 
tenſive as poſſible, this abridge- 


ment, although compriſed into 
ſo 


volume 


3 


mg Publication. 


The editor conceives it will 
not only be found uſeful to 
adults, but to ſuch youth ag 
Wiſh for uſeful info 


or to acquire that 


eſſary to 


reat com- 


this g 
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Hax got every thing ne- 
ceſſary for my voyage, I em- 
barked on board the Held Wolte- 
maade, lying in the Texel, bound 
for Ceylon, in the Eaſt Indies. We 
weighed anchor on the 19th De- 
cember, 1780, the day before the 
declaration of war, between Eng- 
land and Holland; and paſſed the 
channel unperceived by the Eng- 


liſh fleet. 


About nine in the moming of 
the 1ſt of February, 1781, when 
three degrees North of the Equa- 
tor, we deſcried, by the — 

f B 0 
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of our glaſſes, a ſmall veſſel; and 
in a few hours after, we perceived 
that it was towed by two ſhallops. 
We ſuppoſed it to be no other than 
a ſhip in diſtreſs, which wanted our 
aſlltance; at th reein the afternoon, 
being very near her, we hoiſted our 
colours, and fired a gun with pow- 
der. In return, we received firſt a 
ball in our ſtern, afterwards a broad- 
fide; the veſlel, at that inſtant hoiſt- 
ing Engliſh colours. Aſtoniſhment 
pervaded our crew from this unex- 
pected attack; there was not a man 
in our veſſel who had ever been in 
an action. The privateer (for ſuch 
our adverſary was) continued to 
cannonade, and threatened to ſink 
us, if we did not immediatel 

ſtrike; our Captain, almoſt petri- 
fed with fear, anſwered, it was not 
in his power to furrendeſ without 
ca from the Captain of the Mer- | 
cb Fol $a. was his, N 


« is 244 „* _ w# Sas” *& ne 
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At length, as if by miracle, the 
breeze freſhened, and the Mercury 
got near enough to hail our ſhip, 

and demanded the reaſon why we 
did not fire. Our Captain's an- 
{wer was,'he waited for orders; a 
fit excuſe this from a ſailor attack- 
ed by a veſſel with only fixteen 
eight pounders, who had thirty-two 
of heavier mctal, . beſides patterc- 
roes, plenty of ammunition, and 
three hundred men. = 


The, Mercury engaged the ene- 
my, and we followed her example; 
and notwithſtanding ſhe was be+ 
ween us and the Engliſh veſſel, 
ve now fired away as faſt as we 
could. Our people, emulated each 
other in drunkenneſs, and running 
about; ſome reeling and hallowing, 
others crying, ſwearing, and hid- 
ing themſelves; our Chaplain (no 
doubt, to inſpire himſelf with cour- 
age) had imbibed large portions of 

3 B 2 Hollands 


„ 
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Hollands and Coniac; he even had 
the temerity to go down into the 
powder room, which contained 
twenty-five thouſand weight of 
powder, for Ceylon; with a lan- 
thorn in his hand, and returned 
bringing powder for the cartridges, 
without the leaſt precaution. 


The enemy left us about 


eleven at night; they were foon at 


a diſtance, however we continued 


firing. Our people now walked the 
deck with firm ſtep, talked loud, 
and dared their opponents long 
fince out of hearing. Never- 
thelefs, none of them wereibold e- 
nough to go to bed; and like the 
reſt, I paſſed the night on a ſack 


amongſt a range of guns, continu- 


ally awakened by the vigilance of 
our watch, whom I really believe, 


Mill 1magined, they heard the ſound 
ol the Engliſh cannon. 


I bave 
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I have already given my reader 
an account of the confuſion which 
reigned on board us during the 
action, and it is here neceſſary to 
add, that on examining the guns 
on the following day, fome were 
found charged to the mouth; even 
three charges of powder preſſed 
on each other, with as many balls: 
and ſeveral guns were loaded with 
bullets: in fa&, had it not been for 
the timely interference of the Mer- 
cury, we muft have been taken. 
The Engliſh, no doubt, ſuppoſed 
we had no cannon, or that if any, 
they were wood; for had we made 
the leaſt reſiſtance, they muſt have 
retired with more haſte, if poſſible, 
than they advanced. 


1 cannot finiſh this picture of 
Belgic cowardice, truly worthy the 
pencil of a Hogarth, without men- 
tioning a circumſtance, which for- 
ces me to ſmile while I relate it. 


. During 
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During the cannonading, in the 
way to my cabbin, I ſaw the gen- 
tleman who had the charge of the 
company's papers, ſeated by the 
box which contained them, ready 
to give it to the waves, if there 
appeared an abſolute neceſſity.— 
This man may be ſaid to keep his 
poſt, but terror, not duty, fixed 
him there. Vaillant!“ be ex- 
claimed, as J paſſed; it is all 


<. Over with us; alas ! my friend, 


« we are all undone! ve are loſt!” 


J uſed every effort I was maſter of 


to encourage and engage him, at 
leaſt to check thoſe viſible appear- 
ances of his alarm; when, lo! at 
the moment a ball ruſhed through 
the cabin with a horrid crafh; 
when down dropt the poor man, 
without ſenſe or motion. I really 
thought him dead, but ſoon after 
he roſe up, crying and ſobbing. 


The 
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The day following the. ation, 
many of our gallant crew ſeemed 
thoroughly convinced that the En- 
gliſh ſhip muſt have ſunk, in con- 
ſequence of their terrible fire; and 
the officers complimented each 
other on their proweſs, in a man- 
ner truly diverting ; for I am ſa- 
tisfied the Engliſh did not receive 
a lingle ſhot of ours. I could not 
help joking them on the buſineſs, 
particularly when I learned that 
Dr. Engelbright, who, during the 
action, hid himſelf in the hold, 
was ordered to draw up an ac— 
count of this puiſſant ſea fight. 


Our voyage, upon the whole, 
was fortunate; for in three months 
and ten days from our departure, 
we {aw the mountains at the'Cape, 


We anchored the ſame day in 
Table Bay; the Captain of the 
.Port, Mr. Staring, came on board 

- | and 
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and acquainted us with the decla- 
ration of war. I landed the fol- 
towing day, and went immediately 
to pay my reſpeQs to thoſe gentle- 
men to whom I had recommen- 
dation; I was treated by them with 
great politeneſs, offering me _—_y 
ſervice 1 in their power. 


1 was impatient to ſee this new 
country; and my eyes wandered 
over the vaſt deſert, which I was 
going to hope. uri 


6: The town of the Cape is fituat- 
ed on the declivity of Table and 
Lyon Mountains, the ſtreets though 
wide, are inconvenient, from be- 
ing badly paved; the houſes are 
uniform, ſpacious, and handſome, 
- the tops are covered with reeds, 
to prevent accidents from the high 
winds. The furniture is fimple, 
but neat; piftures and looking- 
glaſſes, being the * orna- 
ments. 

On 
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On entering the town by way 
of the caſtle, a number of elegant 
buildings preſent themſelves to the 
view. On one fide the whole of the 
company's gardens are ſeen ; on the 
other the fountains ſupplied from 
Table Mountain by a channel. 
This water is excellent, and ſup- 
plies abundantly, not only the in- 
habitants, but alſo the veſſels that 
touch here. 


The men are well made, and the 
woman in general handſome, the 
latter, dreſs with elegance; but 
have neither air nor grace. The 
| ſlaves ſuckle the children, from 


_ whence a familiarity enſues preju- 


dicial to future manners. Educa- 
tion ſeems to be much neglected; 
reading and writing only being 
taught at the Cape. | 


There is neither coffee-houſe 
or tavern on the Cape, nor 1s there 


the 


_— -- \ 
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the leaſt need of one; every private 
houſe anſwers that purpole. The 
uſual price for board and lodging, is 
about four ſhillings aud fix-pence 
per day. Butcher's meat and corn 
are very cheap, except during war 
time, then every article of that na- 
ture riſes io an extravagant price. 


Fiſh is plenty; among thoſe in 


the greateſt eſtimation are, a red 


fiſh, called a Rooman, the Klep- 
vis, Which is without ſcales; the 


Steenbraaſen, the Stompneus, and 


ſome others. Oyſters are ſcarce, 
eels ſcarcer, and no lobſters. Game 
mult be procured at ſeveral miles 
diſtant from the Cape ; they are 
principally the Steenbock, the Duy- 
ker, the Reebock, the Gryſbock, and 
the Bonlebocl; all different ſpecies 
of the Gazell, (of which I ſhall 
ſpeak more hereafter); ſmall hares, 
called the down hares, are nume- 
rous., 


Here 


Travels into AFRICA. 11 


Here are alſo partridges, wood- 
cocks, and quails; very delicious, 
and differ very little from thoſe of 
Europe. They are ſeen here on- 
ly during their paſſage. 


European fruits are much de- 
generated at the Cape. Cherries, 
apples, and pears are bad; citrons, 
oranges, and figs are excellent; the 
banana is ill taſted. There are no 
fruits natural to the ſoil, if we ex- 
cept a few inſipid berries. 


European vegetables ſeem na- 
turalized here, except aſparagus 
and artichokes. The ſouth eaſt 
wind ſometimes dries the earth to 
ſuch a degree, as to render it in- 
capable of culture. This wind rages 
moſt between January and April. 
I have ſeen whole gardens laid 
waſte by it in a few hours. It an- 
nounces its approach by a ſmall 
white cloud, which reſts at the Op 
21 a 
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of Table Mountain; at this time 
it is uſual to ſay, The Mountain has 
put on its wag. 


The moſt dangerous diſeaſe at 
this place, 1s the fore throat ; the 
ſmall-pox is another ſcourge. The 
latter was introduced to this part 
of the world, by the Europeans ; 
it is generally very fatal here, and 
the Hottentots ſeem to be attacked 
by it, in preference to all others 
A ſtrict examination is made into 
all veſſels which arrive, to prevent, 
as much as poſſible, its introduc- 
tion to the town. 


Strangers are moſtly well. re- 
ceived at the Cape, but the Engliſh 
are adored; the inhabitants are 
eager to offer them their lodgings, 
and in a few days the maſter, miſ- 
treſs, and children adopt the man- 
ners of their gueſts, and the whole 
houſe appears Engliſh. _—— The 

| | French 
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French are altogether i in as little 
eſteem, the hatred towards them 1s 
extraordinary ; nay they aver, that 
they would rather be taken by the 
Engliſh, than owe their ſaſety to 
the French. 


Mr. Vangenep, of the Middle. 
burgh man of war, bound to Sal- 
danha, having politely offered me 
an agreeable accommodation on 
board his ſhip, and allo every o- 
ther means in his power for the 
proſecuting my reſcarches, I got 
my effects on board; on the 11th 
of May we ſailed, in company with 
Tour others, and caſt anchor the 

next day at Saldanka. 


The water here is inferior to 
that at the Cape, but proviſions 
are cheaper; the company main- 
tains a poſt at this place, a few men 
under the command of a Corpo- 
zal, ? 

C Chance 
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Chance now ſeemed reſolved to 
familiarize me on a ſudden, with 
the dangers I had come in ſearch 
of. The commander of the before- 
mentioned poſt, having invited me 
to hunt with him, we ſat out ; when 
the report of my gun had ſtartl- 
ed a young Gazelle, I thought 
my dog was in queſt of it, but 
ſtopping ata large clump of buſhes 
he began to bark violently. 1 
made no doubt but the Gazelle had 
taken refuge there, and haſtened 
to the ſpot in hopes of killing it; 
my appearance greatly encourag- 
ed my dog. I entered among the 
buſhes, beating them with my fowl- 
ing- piece, in order to clear my 
paſſage. It is impoſſible to expreſs 
my horror and ſurpriſe, when in the 
center of the thicket, an enormous 
panther preſented itſelf to me— his 
eyes glaring—his neck extended 
—his mouth half * hol- 


low | 


Travels into AFRICA. 15 


low growling—indeed I thought 
myſelf already devoured. 


The intrepidity of my dog ſaved 
me; he kept the enemy at bay, 
while I retired ſoftly to the edge 
of the buſhes; and having gained 
the open plain, I ſoon recovered 
the poſt road. I heard the report 
of my companion's gun, but it was 
night, and I bad no inclination to 


Join him. 


It was late when we returned, 
and having related my adventure 
it occaſioned much laughter. 


Me often reſorted to Schaapen 
T/land to ſhoot rabbits; in one of 
theſe excurſions a Cachalot railed 
itſelf up ſo near our ſha!lop, as bid 
fair- to overwhelm us. The Ca- 
chalot is from ſixty to eighty feet 
long, and will frequently raiſe it- 
{elf half its length out of the water. 
EE 8 0 | 8 2 One 
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One night, while at ſupper on 
board the Middleburgh, we felt 
an extraordinary motion in the 
veſſel; Captain Vangenep thought 
we dragged our anchor; but we 
ſoon diſcovered it to be owing to 
a Cachalot, who had entangled his 
tail between our cables; the peo- 
ple ran for the harpoons, but in the 
intrim it difintangled itſelf, and eſ-— 
caped. | | 


In Saldanka Bay is a little iſland 
called Daſſen Iſland, or the Iſland 
of Monkies. Being told there was 
a monument ereRted therein over 
a Captain of a Daniſh veſſel, by 
his crew; Captain Vangenep, as 
well as myſelf, being defirous of 
ſeeing it, we ſet out towards the 
place. As we approached it, a noiſe 
excited our curioſity ; it was a kind 
of hollow buzzing, the cauſe of 
which we could not diſcover. With 
great difficulty we climbed the 
SF, rocks, 
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rocks, and never did a more extra- 
ordinary ſpeQacle preſent itſelf to 
the eye! an immenſe quantity of 
birds of different forms and colours! 

cormorants, ſea-gulls, ſwallows, 
pellicans, and all the feathered in- 
habitants of this part of Africa, 
ſeemingly collected; their various 
croakings modified according to 
their different kinds, formed ſuch 

muſic, that I was compelled to 
_ ſtop my ears in order to dimmiſh 
the din. We could ſcarce ftep 
without cruſhing either eggs or 
young ones. The earth was abſo- 
lutely covered with them. | 


The Manchot, who abound here 
above all other birds, are about 
two feet high, walks perpendicu- 
larly, and with an air of gravity ; 
Its wings are without feathers, and 
are uſeful only in ſwimming.” We 
reached the monument of the Dane, 
where we found theſe birds in 

7 C 3 - crowds, 


at Our appearance. 
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crowds, and not in the leaſt alarmed 


- » 


4 


Nature had added to this imple 
tomb, what the poet's imagination, 
or the artiſt's chiſſel, could poſſi- 
bly never have reached. The beli 
— {creech owl has not ſc 


hideous, ſo melancholy an aſpec 
as the Manchot. 


The monument itſelf was a long 
ſquare, about three feet high, com- 
poſed of broken pieces of rock; 
for a time I fixed my eyes on this 
mauſoleum of an untortunate voy- 
ager, and pour'd forth the tribute 


of a ſigh to his manes. 


We had hardly been three 
months in the bay, yet I already 
was acquainted with all its env1- 
rons, and had been ſo well em- 


ployed about my principal object, 


28 to be able to collect a conſider- 


able 
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able number of curious birds, 
ſhells, inſetts, plants, and marine 
productions; but alas! an unlor- 
tunate event ſoon deprived me of 
the fruits of my labour. | 
Monſieur Suffrien having arriv- 
ed at the Cape, orders were by ought 
for the Held Woltemaade (the {hip 
in which I came from Europe) to 
depart immediately for Ceylon. 
This ſhip had followed us to Sal- 
danka Bay, and it ſeemed to be 
written in the. book of. fate, that 
it was not to depart üll it had com 
pleated my ruin. 


Captain S— * - ſailed the 
beginning of Auguſt, and as 1 con- 
jectured it would happen, ſo it did; 

for the Held Woltcmaade had hard- 
ly got out, before it was taken by 
Ie ſquadron under the command 
Commodore ohnſtone, The 
| Amglith. thereby getting informa- 
-M lion 


20. Travels into AFKICA. 


tion of our ſituation, preſented 
themſelves at the mouth of the 
Bay, and commanded us to ſur- 
render, we cut our cables and run 
aground. Captain Vangenep et 
fire to his ſhip, and in an inſtant 
my effects, my projet, my collec- 

tion, and all my hopes vaniſhed in 
ſmoke. The other veſſels in the 
Bay, were plundered and taken 

by the Engliſh. | Pe” 


My ſituation, after this horrible 
blow, was ſhocking : two thouſand 
teagues from my wife and children, 
without friends, without ſhelter ; 
my reſources, my gun, ſix ducats, 
and the cloaths on my back only. 
I could not avoid ſhedding tears ; 
I even wiſhed a ſhot from the ene- 
my would end my life, and fpare 
me further miſery. 


My firſt gloom, however, ſub- 
ding, reflection aſſured me, that 
= while 
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while I had youth and vigour, I 
might ſtill hope. It now occurred 
to me, that a Coloniſt I had often 
ſeen in hunting, and who lived a- 
bout four leagues off, would ſuffer 
me to remain with him, until I 
could receive ſupplies from Eu- 
rope. I repaired to this man's fo- 
litary dwelling, and entreated his 
aſſiſtance: the humane, the gene- 
rous Slaber, received me with open 
arms; then took me by the hand, 
and preſented me to his family. 


I now began afreſh to collect; 
it was not long after that Mr. Boers, 
Fiſcal, one of the gentlemen to 
whom I was recommended, found 
me out ih my retreat, and viſited 
me. I gave him an account of the 
unhappy ſituation to which the 
common misfortune had reduced 
me, by the loſs of all I poſſeſſed; 
I likewiſe informed him of my de- 
termination to ſtay with the honeſt 

' Slaber 


—— — 
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Slaber, until I could hear from 
my family ; and in the mean tire 
to extend my knowledge in natu- 
ral tiftory. Mr. Boers heard ue 
without reply till I had finiſhe:,, 
when he ſaid, Sir, you muſt nat 
forget you was recommended tv 


me; the hour of your unhappineſs 


is the time when I ſhould ſhew 
myſelf worthy the confidence my 
friends repoſe. I will not deceive 
them; my houſe, my table, and 
every aſſiſtance in my power, is at 
your ſerviee; take courage, mak: 
another effort, reaſſume your re- 
ſearches, and not let uncertain 
news from Europe prevent your 
travels. Leave your reſources is 
me: you ſhall not refuſe. —I will 
have it ſo.” 


I accepted his generous offer, 
and alked permiſſion to paſs a fort- 
night at Saldanha, to repair, i! 
poſſible, a ſmall part of the _ 
WES. - | ha 
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. bad ſuſtained ; not knowing whe-⸗ 
tker I ſhould have it in my power 

„return any more to this unfor- 
1:nate ſpot; 


At leaſt, I wiſhed to furnifh 
weſelf with particulars, which I 

-s almoſt certain I could not pro- 
Ut re elfſewhere. 


1 was ſo perfectly acquainted 
* ih the ſpot, for before the tragi- 
-+ hiſtory of our veſſel, I had 
chaſed a horſe and bired a 
. 1{entot to attend me, who led 

to the moſt unfrequented 
.ces; the good Slaben and his 
% fons afſiſted : never could I 
t at theſe honeſt people without 
- i nilnment and admairancn. | 


wo WH we [7 2 A 
* 5 


ty worthy hoſt had likewiſe 
BY „ of pleaſing appear- 
A and fine form: indeed none 


of 
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of the family meaſured leſs than 
fix feet. 


I employed, in the beſt manner 4 
I could, the few days of abſence 
which I had obtained from my 


friends ; ſhells, plants, and hunt- | 


ing, particularly the latter, took 
up all my time. I was continually 
expoſed to danger; but I had 
gained a character for intrepidity, 
ten leagues round. 


One evening that I returned 
early, I found at our dwelling one 
of the inhabitants, named Smzz; he 
had come to ſolicit our aſſiſtance 
againſt a tyger that had for ſome 
ſome time infeſted his diviſion, 
and carried away every night ſome 
of his cattle. I accepted this buſi- 
neſs with joy, and fixed on the 
next day for the undertaking ; 
having perſuaded ſome young men 
the neighbourhood to be of our 

; company. 


/ A. 2.4 


| loud as poſſible. 


alarmed; but John Slaber, (ſon of 
D 


Travels into AFRICA, 25 


company. We got together all 
the dogs we could, and provided 
oufſelves with arms: at break of 
day I reached the plain with Smit, 
and ſome of his friends; we were 
in all eighteen, and about the ſame 
number of dogs. Smit gave us to 
underſtand the tyger had that night 
robbed him of a ſheep. 


I was furniſhed with three pieces, 
two of which my Hottentot carri- 
ed, After beating the buſhes, for 
full an hour, we found the half- 


| devoured carcaſe of the ſheep; ſome 


moments afier, our dogs preſſed 
together, and ruſhed into a large 
thicket, barking and howling as 


% 


I immediately gave my horſe to 


my Hottentot, and getting on a 
riſing ground, and looking back, 


I could fee my companions were 


* 


* 
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my hoſt) came up, and ſaid he 
would not leave me; however, I 
could ſee the poor lad gave himſelf 
up for loſt. The tyger and the 
dogs ſeemed equally fearful of each 
other, the former not daring to, 
quit his retreat, nor the latter to 
enter it: my dog, the ſmalleſt of 
the pack, was always at their head. 
The beaſt roared terribly, and I 
expetied every moment it would 
ruſh out; a few random ſhot diſ- 
lodged him, and out he came. His 
appearance ſeemed the ſignal for 
every one to decamp: even John 
Slaber, formed with the ſtrength 
of a Hercules, abandoned me, and 
ran to the others.—I remained 
with one Hottentot. The panther, WW 
in endeavouring to gain another 
thicket, paſſed within fifty paces of 
us, with all the dogs at his heels. 
We ſaluted him, by firing three ſhot Þq 
as he paſſed; a tract of blood made 
me preſume I had wounded N. i 

| 8 
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He had taken another thicket ; tbe 
dogs were furious; ſome of the 
people now drew near, but the 
greater part had entirely gone off. 


The animal was baited more 
than an hour, and forty random ſhot 
at leaſt fired into the thicket: I 
mounted my horſe, and got on the 
fide oppoſite to the dogs; I ſaw 
him ſquatting and ftriking With his 
paw, to keep the dogs at bay. I 
now fired my carbine, which I 
immediately dropt to catch up my 
gun, which I carried at the bow 
of my ſaddle ; but this precaution 
was uſeleſs, for the tyger lay ex- 
tended, without motion. We now 
dragged him from the thicket, and 
examined him. It was a male; 
from the extremity of the tail to 
to the noſe he meaſured ſeven feet 
ten inches. I found that he ex- 
attly anſwered the deſcription of 
the panther given by Buffon ; but 

D 2 through 
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through all this country it is known 
by no other name than the tyger. 
The Hottentots call it garouga- 
ma, or the ſpotted lion. 


We nov prepared to take off 
his ſkin, which, being done, my 
Hottentot wrapped it about him, 
and we returned home in triumph. 


Accounts ofthis expedition were 
ſoon ſpread; and I received com- 
ben toſ v on my behaviour, even 


rom thoſe who ad, 0 ill enen 
me. 1 1 


Soon after another Coloniſt ſent 
to entreat me to aſſiſt his ſons in 
deſtroying a panther that infeſted 
his vicinity. No, anſwered I, 
« tell your maſter, I am not come 
into this country to deſtroy the 
race of tygers I was too ill ſe- 
chanel in my firſt attempt, 0 | 

al 
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ſhall not nr. engage in an- 
* 


The favourable ſeaſon for m 
travels drawing near, I took leave 
of the good Slaber and his family ; 

1 gave a laſt look at the bay of 
Saldanka, and took the road to 
the Cape. 


Mr. Boers expected me; on my 
arrival I became a part of his fa- 
mily ; he even prevented m 
wiſhes, by providing every neceſ- 

tary for my journey. While things 
Were preparing, I more particu- 
larly examined the town, and its 
environs; I went ſeveral times up- 
on Table and Lyon mountains. — 
The baſe of the firſt is formed of 
pure granite: its height as comput- 
ed by the Abbe de la Caille, is three 

thouſand fix hundred feet above 
the level of the ſea, and can only 


D 3 be 
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be aſcended by the chaſm through 
which the water flows that ſup- 
plies the town. It is the haunt of 
* numbers of vultures of that 
ind called perenoptere; they are 
frequently driven from the moun- 
tains by the ſouth- eaſt wind zn 
the very ſtreets of the town; where 
they are knocked down by the in- 
habitants.— They have alſo here 
chat kind of ape which the Dutch 
cCall bawians ; notorious thieves. 


: A ſervant of the company 1s 
| always ſtationed here, who fires a 
cannon for every ſhip he difco- 
vers; and by a ſignal, they know 
In an inſtant whether the ſhip is 
from Europe or India. Sia 


3 I went to viſit the famous terri- 
tory of Conſtantia. This vineyard 
does not, however, produce a tenth 
of the wine that bears its name. 
Some ſay, the original plants was 

: brought 


z 
Travels into AFRICA. gt 


brought from Burgundy ; others, 
that they came from Madeira ; and 
others, even from Perſia.— This 
wine is delicious at the Cape, but 
loſes much of its goodneſs on be- 
ing tranſported;; and after five 
years old it is good for nothing. 


The Coloniſts, for ſeveral leagues 
round the Cape, do not employ 
Hottentots; preferring | Negroes, 
who are not ſo lazy, and whom 
they can more fafely truſt. The 
Hottentots, careleſs and incon- 
ſtant by nature, often go away on 
the approach of hard labour, and 
leave their maſters in embarraſl- 
ment. The Negroes deſert alſo, but 
vain are their efforts for liberty; 
they are ſoon retaken, and ſent to 
the Bailiff of the Canton, from 

*whom the owner receives them for 
za ſmall fine, after they have re- 
ceived ſome trifling correction. 
There is no place in the world 
$1937 J where 


fs wh 


* 
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| where ſlaves are treated with ſuch 
humanity as at the, Cape. 


The Negroes of Moſambique 
and Madagaſcar are looked on as 
the beſt workmen; when landed 
they uſually ſell from one hundred 
and twenty to one hundred and 

fifty piaſtres a head; © 


The Indians at the Cape, are 
generally. employed in houſhold 
work. The Malayans are the moſt 
ſubtle and dangerous ſlaves ; aſaſ- 
ſinating their maſters and miſtreſſes 
is with them a common crime; 

during the five years I paſſed in 
Africa, I ſaw many inſtances of it. 
They go to the execution with the 
greateſt indifference. 1 heard one 
of theſe wretches ſay to Mr. Boers, 
he was glad he had committed the 
crime; that death was what he 
wiſhed for, as it would return him 
to his native country. 
812 11 5 | Creole 
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Creole ſlaves are moſt in eſteem; 
they are ſold at double the price 
of others; and if they are of any 
buſineſs, their price is exorbitant. 


Every thing was now in readi- 
neſs for my Journey: The three 
months I had paſſed at the Cape, 
ſince my expedition to Saldanka, 
had almoſt been fully taken up in 
theſe preparations” _ 


I had provided myſelf with two 


large four wheeled waggons, co- 
vered with a tilt. Five large cheſts 
Juſt covered the bottom of one of 
the carriages; and I could readily 
open any one of them without dil- 
placing any of the reſt. On theſe 
was a mattraſs, which I propoſed 
making uſe of as a bed during my 
Journey, if any thing ſhould pre- 
vent me from pitching my tent: at 
the head of my mattraſs I placed 
a little cheſt of 
meant ſhould contain my inſeQs, 
Or 


drawers, which I 


. 
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or any or other object, whoſe ten- 
der texture might require care. 


In the waggon alſo I ſtowed my 
arms and ammunition, and we call- 
ed it the maſter waggon. I had 
about five hundred weight of pow- 
der, and not leſs than two thouſand 
weight of lead and pewter, wrought 


and unwrought; ſixteen muſkets, 


one of which, of a larger bore than 
common, I intended for the larger 
kind of animals (ſuch as the ele- 
phant, the rhinoceros, &c.) car- 
Tied a quarter of a pound of pow- 
der. I had, beſides theſe ſeveral 
pair of double barrelled piſtols, a 
large ſcymeter, and a dagger. . 


i 
My ſecond waggon contained a 
. whimſical medley, but not the leaſt. 
eftimable on that account: this 
was my kitchen.” Its furniture was 
not very conſiderable ; a gridiron, 
frying pan, two ſauce pans, and a 
ren — _ 
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large pot, ſome plates and diſhes, 
coffee and tea cups, baſons, two 
tea kettles, and a few other neceſ- 
ſaries compoſed my whole equi- 
page. ES 


1 had a good ſtock of linen, 
plenty of ſugarcandy and white 
ſugar ; coffee, tea, and chocolate; 
likewiſe tobacco and brandy, for 
the Hottentots who were to ac- 
company me; a large tent, and the 
neceſſary implements for mendin 

my waggons, and running of lead. 
An engine for raiſing weights, ſome 
nails, iron in bars, &c. with pins, 
needles, and thread, compoſed the 
ſecond part of my travelling equi- 
page. My two waggons might 


weigh about five thouſand pounds 
weight. 


My train conſiſted of thirty ox- 
en, three horſes, nine dogs, and 
five Hottentots. „ 


As 
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As my intended journey was 
known to all Cape Town, I was 
warmly ſolicited by ſeveral per- 
ſons to permit them to accompany 
me ; but theſe gentlemen and I 
thought very differently ; and be- 
ing careful not to loſe the fruits of 
my journey, was determined to go 
with my Hottentots only. | 


I took leave of my friends on 
the 18th of December, 1781, on 
horſeback, at the head of my ca- 
valcade. I led the way towards 
Dutch Hottentote, and ſtopped at 
the decline of day at the foot of 
thoſe high mountains that border 
on the ealt of the Cape. 


As ſoon as we ſtopped I gave 
direction to put all things in order 
in my preſence; I ſent my beaſts 
to graze, took a review of wag- 
gons, examined the traces, and aſ- 


ſigned each man his employ. I 
ar ls then 
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then mounted my horſe, recon- 
noitred the road aver the moun- 
tains, which we were to pals on 
the morrow, and having l 
lightly, went to reſt. 


By break of day we began our 
journey over the mountains; we 
arrived at the ſummit with great 


difficulty through a road full of 
chaſms, 


Here I found it neceſſary to 
order the oxen to be unyoked, and 
give them ſome hours reſt ; after 
which, the road being commodi- 
ous, we deſcended with as much 
eaſe as we had difficulty in our af 
cent, Wild beaſts ſeldom ſhewing 
themſelves in theſe cantons, - we 
travelled till ten o'clock at night, 
when we arrived on the banks of 
the river Palmit. 


X —_. 3% E. 
8 1 
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On the following morning we 
commenced our journey, and in 
a few hours croſſed the river Bott, 
and paſſed the whole of the canton 
called Owne Hoeck ; nor did we 
ſtop till eleven o'clock at night. 


We ſet off again by ſun-riſe, 
and had in the courſe of the morn- 
ing ſaw a prodigious number of ga- 
zells, by the Coloniſts called Ree- 
bock. 


T be heat of the ſun at mid-day 

was ſo exceſſive as obliged us to 
halt; in the mean time I was ſo 
fortunate as to kill a Reebock. The 
general colour is a light grey, 
darker on the back than the fides; 
its belly white, and its horns five 
or ſix inches in length. 


I returned to my people. We 
ſtayed only to broil part of our 
game; and in the ſpace of four 

UT 5 leagues, 
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leagues, which we afterwards went, 
to find a proper place for our en- 
campment, we had on all ſides, 
very near us, gazells, bontibocks, 
bebales, zebras, oſtriches, & c. &c. 


My dogs purſued theſe creatures, 

who mingled as they fled, and al- 
together formed one vaſt herd; 
but the moment I called off the 
dogs, each different ſpecies, com- 
poſed a ſeperate band. 


I was. now within four or five 
leagues of the celebrated hot baths, 
ſo much cried up and viſited by 
the inhabitants of the Cape. I was 
anxious. to ſee them, and ſetting 
out earlier in the morning than 
uſual, by ten o'clock we reached 
them. . 


Government has raiſed over this 
ſpring a ſpacious and convenient 
building ; there are two baths, the 

| E 2 ; one 
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one for the whites, and the other 
for the blacks; and not far from 
thence is the mountain called the 
Tower of Babel, which is about as 
high as Table Mountain. 


Next day we croſſed the river 
Sternbock. I had refolved to travel 
the greateſt part of the night, but 
was obliged to ſtop at nine o'clock 
in the valley of Soete Melck, which 
is a deep moraſs. | 


The next day at noon I paſſed a a 
little Horde, belonging to ſome_ 
Hottentots, poor and miſerablc. 
I invited fome of them to accom- 
pany me, promiſing them rewards; 
but my perſuaſions were uſeleſs, 
until I told them ] had tobacco ſuf- 
ficient for the whole way; they 
then promiſed to be with me the 
next day. LEV 


I paffed 
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I paſſed the night at Tiger Hoek 
and was preparing for my journey, 
when three of them arrived with 
their arms and baggage. I delayed 
my departure tit] the afternoon, as 
I wiſhed to view the country ; one 
of my recruits requeſted to ac- 
company me, afluring me he was 
an excellent huntfman. I order- 
ed him a gun, and we fat out to- 
gether. We met with a flock of 
gazells, but they kept out of gun- 
ſhot. My companion ſtopping fud- 
_ denly, told me he ſaw a Blaue Bouc 
(a blue bock). I did not fee it; he 

deſired me to ſtand ſtill, and he 
_ would give me a good account of it. 
He began by creeping on his knees; 
and his mode of hunting being 
quite new, engaged my attention. 
— The animal had now roſe, and 
began to graze ; to me it had the 
appearance of a white horſe; I 
had never before ſeen any of this i 
kind of gazells. My Hottentots 
45 approached 

E 3 
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approached ſo near, that the ſur- 
priſe of the animal and the firing 
of his piece was inſtantaneous. 
The gazell fell, and I ran with 


haſte to contemplate at my eaſe 


the moſt ſcarce and beautiful of 
the African gazells. I aſſured the 
Hottentot I would reward him, 
and then ſent him for a horſe to 
carry home our game. . 


When we got to our camp, 
1 gave him a good ſtock of tobac- 
co, a ſteel, ſome tinder, and one of 
my beſt knives; which he began 
to uſe, ſkinning the animal with as 
much dexterity as he had ſhot it. 


This ſpeciesof gazells are ſcarce, 
and very little known. They are 
of a light blue colour, rather in- 


clining to grey; the belly and the 


inner part of the legs are perfectly 
white. 


The 


rn. 
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The following day we travelled 
till we gained the border of a con- 
ſiderable lake, abounding with tor- 
toiſes, of about eight inches long, 
and four broad; their ſhell a yel-_ 
lowiſh grey ; they are good eating 
when boiled. 


It is worthy of remark, that in 
very dry weather theſe creatures 
burrow into the earth ; where they 
continue in an inactive ſtate till 
the return of the rainy ſeaſon. 
Their eggs, which they lay in the 
open air, are about the ſize of a 
pigeon's, and well taſted. 


[4 © Breed river and Klip river, lying 

7 between Sw:llendam and the place 
I was now at, and having reſolved 
to ſee that colony, I croſſed them. 


I ſtayed ſeveral days at Swillen- 
dam with Mr. Ryneveld, bailiff of 
the place. Finding my Waggons 
. Overloaded, I wiſhed to get an 
: additional 
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additional carriage; Mr. Ryneveld 
preſented me with one, and alſo a 
quantity of proviſion. : 


In my ſuite was a monkey of 
the ſpecies called Bawians, which 
I have before mentioned; from hrs 
attachment to me I made him my 
taſter of all fruits or roots which 
were unknown to my Hottentots ; 
and if Kees (for that was his name) 
refuſed them, I concluded they 
were cither diſagreeable or dange- 
TOUS. 


Kees poſſeſſed an inſtimable qua- 
lity for an attendant to one in 
my ſituation, which was vigilance, 
From him I received earlier infor- 
mation of the approach of danger 
than from my dogs; I frequently 
took him with me a ſhooting ; and 
by his gambols he expreſſed his 
thanks for being admitted of the 

arty. | Ss 
+96 TY 8 
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On our journey he amuſed him- 
ſelf in climbing the trees, ſearch- 
ing for gum and honey ; if he 
could find neither, he would dig for 
roots, one kind of which I found 
very palatable, and not unſalutary. 


When he found himſelf fatigu- 
ed, he mounted on the back of 
one of the dogs; but my largeſt 
dog would never carry him a ſingle 
ſtep; for the moment he ſelt Kees 
on his ſhoulder, he would ſtand 
ſtill, If any of the dogs came near 
when he was eating, he generally 
rewarded him with a box on the 
ear. He was much afraid of his 
own ſpecies ; for if one of them 
appeared, he would run towards 
me with all the haſte he could. 
He was a great thief, and inge 
nious in his robberies; and, if 
corrected for them, would take 
himſelf off, and keep away till the 
evening. | 180 
After 
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After leaving Swillendam, on the 
12th of January, 1782, I rook my 
courſe to the eaſtward, paſſed the 
little river Buffas, and came to a 
wood called Le Bois de grand Pere. 
I wiihed to explore this wood, but 
in calling my dogs together, alittle 
bitch named Roſetta, was wanting. 
I ſent out my Hottentots in ſearch 
of her; but without effect. I now 
ordered one of them to mount 
a horſe, and go in queſt of her; 
in about four hours we ſaw him 
returning, bringing with him a 
chair and a large baſket, and Ro- 
ſetta running by his ſide. 


The Hottentot found her lay- 
ing down by the chair and baſket, 
which had dropped from the wag- 
gon, unperceived by any of us. 


In croſſing a river my cart over- 
ſet, which ſadly deranged my kit- 
chen furniture (which had been 
"removed into it at es” 
an 
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and broke the greater part of my 
china. $A 


In the evening we purſued our 
journey, until we were ſtopped by 
rhe river Duyvenocks, which was 
not then fordable. The country 
being woody, I hoped to meet 
with ſame curious birds and in- 
ſets; I therefore ordered my 
tents to be pitched. The inhabi- 
tants in the environs, hearing of 
my arrival, came to viſit me, and 
preſſed me to viſit them; but ha- 
ving determined during the future 
courle of my travels, not to ſtop 
at any habitation, I thanked them 
for their kind invitations, but ad- 
hered to my reſolution. 


Thispart ofthe country abounds 
in partridges. They were of 
three ſorts; all excellent, but one 
as large as a pheaſant. Here are 
alſo ſmall gazells about the ſize of 
a goat; of a dark brown colour, 


— — — — — — 
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with ſpots of white on the thighs. [ 
ſhot one of a kind ſtill ſmaller, which 
I ſhall hereafter deſcribe. 


From Swillendam to Duyvenocks, 
the paſtures are good, and the land 
in general ſuperior to that near the 
Cape. It produces good corn; there 
are allo ſome vineyards; but the 
wine produced 1 is very indifferent. 


On the 27th the waters of the 
Duyvenock being greatly fallen, we 
croſſed it in ſafety, as alſo Falſe 
River, and after journeying for 
thirteen haurs we came to the river 
Gous or Gorits, It was impoſlible 
to croſs, being encreaſed by coun- 
try floods from a fordable river to 
an extraordinary width, We en- 
camped here ; but after three days 
ſtay the waters did not abate. Be- 
ing impatient to proceed on. my 
journey, I conſtrutted a raft, com- 
poſed of large trees, with which 

my waggons and goods were at 
ſeveral 


- - 
» 


1 
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ſeveral turns taken over. The cat- 
tle ſwam the ſtream ; and neither 
they, the people, or effefts, ſul- 
tained the leaſt injury. 


We now continued our rout; 
and travelling fourteen leagues in 


' two days, brought us to Muſcle 


Bay; this in the charts is called 
Bay Saint Blaſe. It has a flat ſhore 
of ſmall extent; ſhallops may come 
in with ſafety, 


The horrid howling of the hyæ- 
nas at night, frighted our cattle; 
but by the means of fires about 
our camp, we kept chem at a diſ- 


tance. 


| Leaving Muſcle Bay on the 7th 
in the morning, in about five 3 
ve reached the river Kleen Brac, 
which we immediately croſſed. The 
next day we arrived at the great ri- 


ver ot the ſame name; the water of 
F which 
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which is brackiſh, from the tide 
flowing a conſiderable way up. 
We waited till the ebb, and croſſed 
it without danger. 


We had now a ſteep mountain 
to aſcend, when, after much care 
and difficulty in reaching its ſum— 
mit, we were preſented with a 
view of a beautiful country; N 
ward a chain of hills covered wit 
wood, bounded the proſpett ; un- 
; derneath which was an immenſe 
valley that reached to the ſea, with 
fine paſturage decorated with flow- 
ers. This country is called Au- 
* or loaded with honey; 

act it abounds in bees and 
flowers. My people wiſhed to 
continue here a time; but bein 


contrary to my plan, I proceeded 
toward the river Wet Els. 


On the ninth, having croſſed 
ſeveral {mall rivulets, whole wa- 


ters 


0 
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ters have the colour of Madeira, 
and taſte of iron, we came to the 
laſt port maintained by the com- 
pany. Mr. Mulder, the comman- 
der, received me vith great kind- 
mew” 


It being neceſſary for me to re- 
main fome days here, I was obliged 
to break in on my eſtabliſhed plan. 
Mr. Mulder was going to the Cape, 
and I co it an excellent op- 
portunity of remitting to Mr. Boers 
a part of my collection; I accord- 
ingly ſent him an hundred curious 
birds, and a box of inſe&s. I alſo 
engaged three more Hottentots, 
made an addition to my team of 

oxen, and purchaſed a young horle. 


On the gth of February I took 
leave of Mr. and Mrs. Mulder. I 
was now about to bid adieu to eve- 
ry veſtige of human N 
an 


F 2 
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and mingle with thoſe beings who - 
live in a ſtate of nature. 


1. ſent part of my people before 
me to cut down trees, clear away 
ſhrubs, and make other neceſſary 
preparations for pitching my tent; 
which was carefully executed. 


1 well knew that in the wood 
where I had fixed my camp, there 
were Touracos. 1 ſoon perceived 
ſome; which I purſued in vain, 
being never within reach of my 
gun. One day, after dinner, I ſaw 
one hopping from bough to bough ; 
I purſued it with eagerneſs, but he 
ſeemed to elude all my efforts, I 
followed it a conſiderable way, fir- 
ing at random, and at laſt had the 
_ Pleaſure to ſee him fall. I mark- 
ed the place where he fell, and ran 
among the brambles to pick it up. 
but no Teuraco was to be found. 


I con- 
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I continued my ſearch for more 

than half an hour, till no Touraco 
could be ſeen. I was ſo much vex- 
ed for the loſs of the bird, that I 
ſtamped with my feet, and ſtruck 
the ground with my gun.—On a 
ſudden it gave way, and I fell in- 
to a pit twelve fect deep; it was 
one of thoſe covered ſnares which 
the Hottentots dig for wild beaſts, 
particularly the elephant. 


As foon as I had in ſome meaſure 
Tecovered from my fright, I began 
to think of the means of extirpat- 
ing myſelf. The approach of night 
began to fill me with terror. I now 
thought of digging an aſcent on 
one fide with my hanger ; but I 
ſoon laid that thought aſide, and 
charging my gun, fired it repeat- 
edly. It was heard at my camp: for 
I preſently heard the report of two 
pieces, and made no doubt but my 
people were ſeeking me. I con- 
wer 1 tinued 
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tinued firing at intervals to dire& 
them to the ſpot. = 


_ Having diſcovered me, they cut 
a large bough, and put it down in- 
to the pit, by which means I pre- 
ſently got out. This accident did 
not make me forget the Touraco. 


My dogs having accompanied the 


they found it in a thicket of bram- 
bles. ; 3 


This bird has a melody in its 
notes, and 1s beautiful in its form 
and plumage; a tuft of green, bor- 
dered with white, adorns its head, 
its body is a bright green, its eyes 
a brilliant red, with a ſtreak over 
them of the perſect white. Its wings 


were a beautiful purple, changing 


to a violet, according to the light 
it is viewed in. 3 
. The 
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The inceſſant rains at the latter 
end of the month, prevented us 
from continuing our journey, and 
obliged us to leave the wood for a 
more elevated ſituation. The oxen 
Having left the camp, I knew not 
where to fend for them, or how to 
regain them; my Hottentots, worn 
out with fatigue, murmured ; our 
proviſions began to be ſcarce, and 
little or no — to be got. 


In this Ae I ſummoned all 
my\reſolution, begged of my peo- 
ple to look out for the diſperſ- 
ed cattle, being determined to 
Ti{ſk croſſing the torrent; and one 
of the Hottentots, in ſeeking for 
the ſafeſt place to croſs at, ſaw a 
buffalo in the water, which, from 
the freſhneſs of its appearance, 
might probably have been drown- 
ed the preceding night. 


Nothing 
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Nothing could have been more 
welcome to us than this news; be- 
ing reduced to the greateſt extre · 
mity for want of food. We drag- 
ged the animal on ſhore, where we 
cut him up; the principal part was 
carried to the tent. The dogs, who 
were reduced to mere ſkeletons, 
found, in what we left behind, ſuf- 
ficent to ſatisfy their hunger, and 

returned home with extended ſides. 


The end of March brought fa- 
vourable weather, the waters abat- 
ed, and all our oxen, except four, 
were recovered. 


I prepared, without delay, to 
quit this unlucky place, where 
there are plenty of hyænas and 
tygers, but no. lions. 


Having pitched. my tent on a 
hill about three leagues diſtant, 
| called Nr which pleaſ- 

5 ed 
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ed me much. At a ſmall diſtance 
was an eminence covered with a 
thicket, thirty or forty fect in dia- 
meter. I determined to make it 
my reſidence, and had an opening 
about ſeven feet high, and ſufhci- 
ently wide, cleared to the center. 
Having formed two complete 
ſquares, in one I placed a table 


and a chair, and called it my. 


workſhop ; the other I adorned 
with my kitchen utenſils, and looks 
ed on as my dining room. 


On the 18th of April I received 
an expreſs from Mr. Mulder, who 
had returned from the Cape, and 
brought anſwers to my letters. He 


propoſed to meet me for the pur- 


poſe of a ſea fiſhing, and to bring 
nets, and every convenience for 
afortnight's reſidence on the ſhore; 
adding, that his wife would ac- 
company him. 


o 
, * 


This 


* - 
1 4 
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This news gave me pleaſure, 
nor were they long after their 
meſſenger, bringing with them the 
ſecond commandant ; their wag- 
gons, with the nets, &c. being 
lent to the ſea fide, 


I loaded one of my waggons 
with a tent and ſome empty caſks, 
which I thought might be ſervice- 
able in our fiſhery; and having 
arrived on the coaſt, we caſt our 
nets ſeveral times, wich very little 
ſucceſs; this determined us to go 
to a ſmall lake at a little diſtance. 
Here having pitched our tents in a 
convenient place, ſome of our men 
in cutting ruſhes, ſtumbled on a buf- 
falo; the animal, as much frighted 
as the men, ruſhed out haſtily, 
and overturned ſome horſes. The 
alarm became general, every one 
making the beſt uſe of their legs. 
The animal, not knowing how to 
eſcape, ſtood motionleſs in the 

nook 
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nook of a rock. I drew as near 
him as I dared, and fired; he ran 
furiouſly towards me, but my fe- 
cond ſhot intimidated him; when 1 
turning aſide, he diſcharged his | 
fury on an ox, by ſtriking him 
twice on the belly with his horns; 
by then ran off, and we loſt fight of 
im, 


The company could not be per- 
ſuaded to continue here; we reſolv- | 
ed therefore to return to our for- 
mer fituation. Here we took large 
quantities of fiſh, and I ordered | 
my men to falt and fill my barrels 
with them. Mr. Mulder did the 
fame. On my return to my camp 
1 found every thing in order. 


„„„%„„%%%%%%„ „„ 


My cart being inconvenient, I 
ſet about altering it, and in leſs 
than a fortnight it was converted 
into a four wheeled waggon. 


On 
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On the 1gth of April, every 
thing being in readineſs for the 
purſuit of my journey, I gave a 
laſt look on Pampeon Kraal. We 
paſſed a very rapid torrent called 
le trou de Kayman (Cayman's hole) 

with great difficulty, and alſo a ri- 
ver which the Hottentots call Kra- 
kede-kaw (Maids-ford). 


-  Aﬀer eight hours march we ar- 
rived at the Swart river (Black 
river), which we croſſed upon rafts; 
and diſcovering the marks of Buf- 
falo's feet, I reſolved to ſtop here, 
and had the ſatisfaction to kill one 
myſelf, and my Hottentot killed 
another. Theſe we cut into ſmall. 
pieces, and having ſalted them, 
hung them to dry in the air. The 
kites and vultures, particularly the 
former, plundered us without mer- 
ey; and had it not been for a ſharp 
look, not à ſingle piece would 
have been preſerved to us. 
4 — After 
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-- After packing our proviſions, we 


left Black river, and at two leagues 


diſtance croſſed the Gaucom, and at 
two leagues further reached the 
Nyſena; here I ſaw an agreeable 
ſpot for my camp. A large ſquare 
meadow, and a foreſt of trees on 
the ſouth, a river on the north, 
and game ſporting on the borders, 


yet I was not tempted to ſtop. We 


croſſed the river, and with ſome 
difficulty aſcended a high moun- 
tain. We continued our journey 
for four hours and a half, and then 
ſtopped at a little rrvulet about 
three leagues diſtant from the ſea. 
Obſerving a conſiderable quantity 
of fiſh come up with the tide, 1 


barred the ſtream with a large net, 
which Mr. Mulder had given me; 


ve caught a great quantity. Here I 
found ſeveral ſmall white herons. I 
alſo ſaw the large white Egret or 
Heron; it is very ſcarce. Theſe 

4 : woods 
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woods abound with game, buffa- 
* and ſome elephants. 


I remained here till the 13th, 
when by dreadful roads we croſſed 
the foreſt of Le Port, and in ſeven 
hours reached the Witte Dreft. 1 
ſaw a few plantations ; but the diſ- 
tance, and almoſt inſurmountable 
difficulties prevented theſe Colo- 
niſts from either ſeeing the Cape, 
or {ending their cattle thither. As 
J proceeded, I was ſuddenly taken 
ill; and the gloomy idea ſeized me, 
chat I ſhould leave my aſhes at two 


thouſand leagues diſtance from my 
family. 


My dition ſtopt my jour- 
ney ; however I viſited the envi- 
rons of the place as well as I was 
able; but my illneſs increaſing, I 
was no longer able to quit my 
waggon. My Hottentots were ſi- 
— aſllicted, and concluded 

| from 
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from thence we owed our diſorders 
to the quantities of ſalt fifh we had 
eaten; I gave orders for all that re- 
mained to be burnt. 


After twelve days violent per- 
ſpiration, I began to recover, tax- 
ing moderate exerciſe; by which 
means I ſoon re-eſtabliſhed. my 
health, and my Hottentots reco- 
vered ina ſimilar manner. 


Being now recovered, I reſarss 
ed hunting. In my firſt excurſion 
1 found we were flanked by a river 
called Queur Boom, which joins the 
Witte Dreft a league before it 
reaches the fea : in this neighbour- 
hood was a troop of about twenty- 
tive or thirty bubales, encloſed by 
the ſea, two rivers and our camp 
and waggons. None of them eſcap- 
ed us; and their fkins, when join- 
ed together, formed an excellent 
tilt for our new waggon. 

G 2 In 
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In the vicinity of the Bay of 
3 Agoa, improperly called Bletting- 
burg's Bay, into which the waters 
of the Queur Boom and Witte Dreft 
fall, 1 furmſhed my collection 
with ſeveral fine birds ; but above 
all was the beautiful kind of Bala 
buzard, which is a ſpecies of the 
eagle, and near as large as the of- 
pray. One day, having croſſed 
| Queur Boom, and was walking on 
its oppolite bank, I ſaw a number 
of fiſhes heads, and the bones of 
young. gazells; I concluded this 
was a reſort of the Balbuzards, | 
and was confirmed in my opinion, | 
when I ſaw two riſing in the air to 
a great height. I inſtantly con- 
cealed myſelf in a thick buſh, but 
it was of no effect; for inſtead of 
deſcending, they entirely diſap- 
peared. 2 


The next morning I again plac- 
ed myſelf in the thicket, Which I 
: SO never 


| 
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never quitted till the evening, with- 

out having ſeen them return. Wea⸗ 
ried with this loſs of time, 1 went 
home, and returned the following 
day before day-break ; but they 
did not make their appearance. I 
paſſed the ſecond day with no bet- 
ter ſucceſs ; but about 12 o'clock 
on the third day of my watch, I 
law the female hovering over a 
tree with a large fiſh in her beak, 
and diſcharging my piece, ſhe in- 
ſtantly fell; however in a moment 
ſhe renewed her flight, paſſed the 
river, and dropped on the oppoſite 
ſhore. I ruſhed into the nver; 
nor was I ſenſible of my folly, till 
I found myfelf in the middle of the 
ſtream, with the water to my chin, 
and totally unacquainted with 
ſwimming. Nevertheleſs 1 had the 
good fortune to gain the other ſide. 
I caught up the Balbuzard, and 
haſtened homewards. * 


1 


6 3 On 
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On my arrival, I was informed 
that ſome of my Hottentots were 
in puriuit of a buffalo; they 
ſoon after returned, loaded with 
the quarters of the animal. The of- 
fal I ordered to be laidin a conve- 
nient place to attract the birds of 
prey ; it ſoon procured me a male 
Balbuzard, which does not differ 
from the female, except in being 
one third ſmaller: a general caſe 
among carniverous _ 


While I was buſy in difſeQing 
the Balbuzard, a Gazell, called a 
Bos Bock, croſſed my camp with 
amazing ſwiſtneſs ; my dogs pur- 
| ſued, but it gained the river 
fide, and plunged into the ſtream. 
Nine wild dogs, which had been 
in purſuit of her, appeared, but 
on ſeeing us, they ran off; my 
dogs, Who had followed the 
Gazell into the water, vere now 
dragging it alive on the ſnore. I 
— „ 4 
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wiſhed to tame this gazell ; but it 
was ſo very timorous, that I after- 
wards thought it beſt to Kill and 
cat it. 


Until the 25th of June ve fre- 
quently removed our camp to dif- 
ferent places upon the Bay. I then 
reſolved to continue my journey ; 
but on reconnoitering the paſles, 
found it impoſlible for my wag- 
gons to pals, and was therefore 
obliged to return to the wood of 
Du Port, which we had left a 
month before. 


As I was walking along, I fan 
the mark of an elephant's foot, ſo 
freſh, that I was certain it coutd 
not hive been there more than a 


day. 


Having felefted four of my beſt 
meſes for elephant "alin we 
fat out, taking with us a ſmal] ſtock 


of proviſions, and followed the 
tra 
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track of the animal till night cams. 
on, when we made a large fire, 
ſupped gaily, and laid ourſelves. 
down to ſleep upon the earth. At 
day-break I haſtened my compa- 
nions, who were ſoon ready; and 
giving them a glaſs of brandy each, 


they followed me with n ala- 
crity. 


The ſecond day was nearly the 
ſame as the former, but we had 
hardly been aſleep an hour, when 

we were alarmed by a buffalo, 
Who, attrafted by the light, had 
drawn very near us. This animal, 
who 1s much terrified at the fight of 
a man, no ſooner perceived us than 
he ran away as faſt as poſſible. The 
noiſe he made among the buſhes 
waked us all; I ran to my 
but was too late, and laid wel 
down again to ſleep. - 


o 


The 
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1 The adventures ofthe next were 
intereſting. After ſome hours of 
fatigue, walking among thorns and 
briars, we arrived at an open part 
of the foreſt. Here we ſtopped, 
while one of the Hottentots climb- 
ed a tree; when, after looking a- 
about for, ſome time, he told us 
he ſaw elephants. We now con- 
ſulted on the beſt means to be 
purſued, and it was agreed, that 
he who had diſcovered them, 
ſhould lead us through the buſhes 
as near as poſſible to the place. I 
ſoon got near enough to one. of, 
theſe enormous beaſts, and inſtant- 
ly. firing my. carbine lodged the 
contents in his head; he ſtaggered 
and fell; the reſt about thirty in 
in number ran from the place as 


faſt as poſſible. 


I was examining that I had 
killed, when another paſſed juſt 
by me, which had received a ſhot 

| from 
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from one of the people; and by the 
blood that ſtreamed, I judged it 
was dangerouſly wounded. f pur- 
ſued him immediately ; it would 
have lain down, but was prevented 
by our firing. We followed him 
into the thicket, wherein there was 
a number of trees, which had fal- 
len through age. The animal, 
feeling the ſmart of his wounds, 
grew outrageous, and ran fur oufly 
at one of the Hottentots : another 
immediately fired at him, crying 
out at the ſame time, SURE! care 
of yourletves.” 


At that moment I was not more 
than twenty yards from the enraged 
animal, with a gun, weighing thirty 
pounds, beſides amunition. I ran, 
but the beaſt gained ground upon 
me; my Hottentots, except one, 
had abandoned me, and the only 

chance I had of eſcaping, was to 
2 down by the trunk of a great 
f tree 


EEE 
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tree that lay on the ground. I 
had ſcarce time even to accompliſh 
this, before the animal ran over 
it; but being frighted by the noiſe 
made by my people, he ſtopped to 
liſten. I remained immoveable, 
every moment expecting death. 
The elephant now turning ſud- 
denly about, ſtepped a ſecond time 
over the trunk of the tree, within 
twelve feet of where I lay, with- 
out perceiving me, I now got on 
my feet, and ſending another ball 
after him, he continued his way, 
and diſappeared, 


The report of my piece was a 
univerſal ſignal of joy; and-I was 
preſently ſurrounded by my peo- 
ple. The affectionate Klaas knew 
not how to exprels his ſatisfaction; 
he preſſed me eagerly in his arms. 
From this time I experienced the 
pleaſures of being beloved without 
_any view of intereſt, Klaas was 
now 
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now my brother, the confidant of 
my hopes and fears. 


We ſoon found the elephant I 
had ſhot in the head; the vultures 
had already began to devour him. 
However, my Hottentots being 
hungry, dreſſed ſeveral flices for 
themſelves, and part of the trunk 
for me. I afterwards eat part of 
the feet of this animal, which are 
very delicious. The foreſt being 
wonderfully ſtocked with ele- 
phants and buffaloes, we, in order 
to prevent being ſurpriſed, kept 
awake all night; and we ſpent the 
whole day in obſervations on the 
numberleſs tracks of theſe ani- 
mals, e ö 


Having got to my camp, Swan- 
pool informed me, he had been 
diſturbed every night, during my 
abſence, by the elephants. This 
was enough for me; and, after giv- 


ing 
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ing my men time to recover from 
their fatigue, we ſat out. When 
we had aſcended the fide of a hill, 
I ſaw four in a thicket. I aproach- 
ed them with caution, and when I 
thought myſelf ſufficiently near, I 
fired at the head of the neareſt, 
which inſtantly ſell; and in ten 
minutes the other three were in 
the ſame ſituation as their compa- 
nion. One of my Hottentots ſhot 
a ſmall one, about the ſize of 

a calf. ; 


On returning to my camp, I ſaw 
a man on horſeback advancing to- 
wards me. I ſtopped till he came 
up; he proved to be a meſſenger 
from Mr. Boers, who delivered to 
me a packet from that gentleman, 
containing letters from my wife and 
other friends. Finding all well, 1 
felt myſelf happy; I forgot I was 
in Africa. 8 


. * 
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I immediately anſwered them, 
dating mine from The camp of Au- 
teniquas, on the day when we Killed 
our elephants. —This night I re- 
galed my Hottentots with tobacco 
and brandy ; and Kees, who uſually 
ſat by my fide, had a good allow- 
ance of milk. He licked his lips 
for ſome; I ordered him a 12 
le, which being put into a plat- 
ter (out of which he uſually drank, 
to prevent the liquor from getting 
up his noſtrils); juſt as he was going 
to ſeize it, I putto it a piece of light- 
ed paper, unfeen. It immediately 
blazed ; Kees ſcreaming and chat- 
tering, ran away as faſt as he could 
to his bed. I could never after make 
him taſte his favourite liquor; ſhew- 
ing him the bottle was enough to 
make him chatter and grind his 
teeth. The next morning I gave 
Mr. Boers's meſſenger my diſ- 
patches, and he ſet out on his re- 


turn to the Cape, 
- Ed: 0 : 4 | | | | We 
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We took ſuch parts of the ela- 
phants as we wanted, particularly 
the fat, for greaſing our wheels and 
traces, and for burning. I had no 
cotton, and was obliged to make 
wicks of my cravats. 


We ſat out on our return to 
Cayman's Hole, and having arriv- 
ed at the foot of the mountain call- 
ed the Devil's Head, I took the 
road to Mr. Mulder's, diſpatching 
with him part of my collettion, de- 
ſiring him to remit it to Mr. Boers; 
I ſoon after took leave, and con- 
tinued my journey. The next 
morning we climbed the moun- 
tain, but the deſcenſion ſeemed ſo 
difficult as to alarm us; it was a 
Scylla on one ſide, on the other a 
Charybdis. Well knowing'we muſt 
paſs it, I prepared for the dan- 
gerous trial; and after much la- 
bour and fatigue, deſcended in 
ſafety. > 

„ I now 
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I now found myſelf in a barren 
deſert, without even the appear- 
ance of verdure; we continued 
our march for {even hours, croſ- 
fing the river Queur Boom. After a 
melancholy encampment, we con- 
tinued our rout, and in twenty- 
two hours crofſed Krom River. In 
this valley I left one of my horſes, 
that was ſick and unable to travel. 
I do not know the exaft length of 
this dreary place; but it took up 
| forty-fix hour to paſs it. At ſeven 
or eight leagues diftance, we croſ- 
ſed Diep river; ten leagues from 
which, on the 7th of Auguſt, we 
encamped on the banks of the Cam- 


toos. We had now a very ſteep . 


mountain to paſs, and before we 
reached it two of my oxen were 


killed by the pointed rocks. 


Having made our way over the 
mountain, we encamped in a beau- 
ber 5 On the firſt night 1 
| heard 
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heard finging and other noiſes, ex- 
preſſive of mirth; the queſtion 
was,whether theſe ſounds proceed- 
ed from Hottentots. or Caffrees ; 
ſuppoſing it from the latter, they 
were to be feared. I was of the 
ſame colour as their enemies, and 
thought that was ſufficient to make 
me become their victim. I put my 
people under arms, and moved to- 
wards the noiſe with great caution. 
We now diſcovered ſome fires; I 
ſent two of my people to recon- 
noitre, who ſoon returned and told 
me, it was only a hoord of Hot- 
tentots. We paſſed away the re- 
mainder of the night without in- 
terruption. 


I was awaked by the warbling 
of birds, among which were the 
bright copper coloured Starling, 
Creſted Cuckoo, and the King 
Fiſner. While I amuſed myſelf 

0 R ©7007 we 
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with ſhooting, my Hottentots vi- 
ſited thoſe who had alarmed us 
laſt night ; a friendſhip was form- 
ed; they gave us milk, ſeveral 
ſheep, and two oxen for my wag- 
gons : in return I preſented them 
with knives, ſteels, and tobac- 
CO. 


_ Theſe people informed me, that 
I might find Hippotamuſes at the 
mouth of the river. I paſſed days 
and nights in looking after them ; 
but could never obtain the ſatisfac- 
tion of ſeeing one. 


My kindneſs had gained the 
g60d-will of our viſitors; and 
they conſulted me upon ſeveral oc- 
ſions. 4 Pa 


The hyznas were continually 
thinning their flocks; they com- 
plained to me of it. I fixed the 
next morning for the purpoſe of 
is N hunting 


% 
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hunting them. By break of day 


upwards of a hundred of the hoord 
attended, well armed with bows 


and arrows, and we went out at- 


tended by my dogs, and ſhot three 
of theſe ſavage animals; which ſo 
detered what others there might 
be, that they never made their ap- 
pearance while I continued in this 


place. 


About a week after, in the mid- 


dle of the night a troop of ele- 
phants paſt our camp: the Hot- 
tentots called them red elephants, 
and ſaid, they were the moſt dan- 
gerous of the ſpecies. Red Ele- 
phants! the very name gave me a 
defire to ſee them. I accordingly 
ordered my Hottentots to gain the 
Oppoſite fide of the wood, and ſet 
fire to the dried graſs, while I and 


ſome of my beſt markſmen poſted 
ourſelves: on a rock. They had 


no ſooner obeyed my orders, * 
A | the 


80- Travels into Ar RIe A. 


whole troop took the alarm and ap- 
proached the ſpot where we were 
ſtationed. We beſtowed a dozen 
diſcharges on them ; and they ran 
away with precipitation. I began 
to take pleaſure in this kind of 
hunting, which 1 found more di- 
verting than dangerous. 


While L continued i in this Can · 
ton, I frequently varied my en- 
campment, and added thereby 
conkdavably. to my colledtion. 


On che 14th of September, at 
ſix in the morning, we decamped- 
The hooxd, our good-natured 
neighbours, were loath to bid us 
adieu, and accompanied us to the 
river Louri, four leagues from the 
Gamtoos. Here we took leave of 
our good friends, but one woman, 
whom: I: afterward named Ragel, . 
rr us, and. ſerved me 
12 1. 223'73GO 1960Wath: 
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with great fidelity to the and of 
theſe travels, A 


We e in our way, till 
| overtaken by a ſtorm, whichoblig- 
ed us to halt at Galgebos ; when it 
ſubſided, we travelled about two 
: leagues further, paſſed the river 
Van Slaade, and encamped on the 
banks fof a lake, which afforded 
us an ample ſupply of fine water. 
The ſecond day from our arrival, 
a violent ſtorm prevented our de- 
rture; the hail-ſtones were of a 
wonderful ſize, and greatly annoy- 
ed our cattle; At length, the wea- 
ther changing, we left the Lake, 
and, after. croſſing two rivers, 
the little and the great Swaar 
Kops, fixed our camp on the banks 
of the latter. Here I perceived 
the ſigns of a foot of an animal un- 
known to me; my people ſaid, it 
was that of a rhinoceros. :I fol- 
lend — any but LIE coming 
82 | on, 
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on, I returned without making any 
further diſcovery. Near this place 
there was a hoord, whoſe kraal con- 
ſiſted of nine or ten huts, contain- 
ing about fifty or ſixty people. The 
Hottentots adviſed me not to paſs 
the river Boſkzes-Man, as I ſhould 
by that means avoid a large troop 
of Caffrees, who carried deſtruc- 
tion wherever they came. I aſ- 
ſembled my people, in order to 
adviſę on the beſt methods to be 
taken he reſult accorded with my 
intention, which was to keep ſtrict 
watch day and night, for fear of 
ſurprize, to keep our cattle with- 
in the camp, and our pieces al- 
ways at hand. I now mounted 
50 horſe, and followed by ſome 

my Hottentots, ſcoured the en- 
virons, and faw nothing that would 
give us any uneaſineſs. We raiſ- 
ed our camp, and quitted Swaar 
Kops; the hoord of Hottentots 
begged permiflion to follow 15 

: and . 
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and to put themfelves under our 


protection. I granted their re- 


ueſt, and in leſs than two hours, 


t ne were unfurniſhed, the ef- 


feAs packed, and placed on the 
backs of oxen. I then ordered 
them to ſet off, eſcorted by two of 
my Hottentots, well armed; my 
waggons followed after, guarded 
by the reſt of my men. -I.rode'on 


my beſt horſe, armed at all points, 


gallopping. from one fide to the 
other, being ſearful of an ambuſ- 
cade. We had not travelled far, 
before our dogs, who were barkin 


about the thickets, made a ſudden 


ſt and, and began barking; on ex- 
amination, I found they had ſur- 
rounded a porcupine. I ſhot it; it 
is excellent eating, and ſerved at 
the firſt tables at the Cape. 


After a ſhort march, we halted, 


to gather ſalt, which we found on 


the banks of : a falt water lake. An 
hour 
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hour after we ſtopped on the bor- 
ders of the Kouga, where we pitch- 
ed our camp. Here we found a 
number of ſmall; but excellent tor- 
toiſes. We remained here till the 
20th; and juſt as our proviſions were 
expended, I was fortunate enough 
to kill three buffalos and two bu- 
bales, alſo, ſome pintadoes, or 
ſpeckled fowl. N 


Me continued our journey in 
the ſame order, and had not pro- 
ceeded far, when our advanced 
guard halted, and ſent me word 
they had diſcovered the track of 
human feet. I haſtened to the 
place, and examined the marks; 
they did not appear quite freſh ; 
yet it was a ſerious diſcovery, and 
not to be neglected. We according- 
ly folded our cattle, and put our 
camp in the: beſt poſture of de- 


| fence. | 
| VM,yſelf 
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Myſelf and two of my beſt 
markſmen, followed the track for 
more than an hour, which brought 
us to a place where we found the 
remains of an unextinguiſhed fire, 
and ſome bones of a theep, per- 
fealy freſh ; by which it was evi- 
dent, that ſavages had paſſed the 
night there. We now retired to 
our camp, and paſſed the night 
undifturbed. On the following 
day the rain obliged us to keep 
within our tents. On the morrow 
we continued our rout, and were 
under the neceſſity of croſſing the 
Kouga fourteen times ; which obli- 
ged us, from the fatigue it occa- 
fioned, to halt early. We paſſed 
the night by the Droge River, (Dry 
River); during which we heard 

the lions roar at a diſtance. 


On the 23d, after fix hours 
march, we came to a fine river, 
called Sondag, whoſe waters were 

I very 
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very high; we therefore prepared 
rafts, and embarked our waggons 
and effects by parcels, and half 
the people, who on their landing 
encamped under the conduct of 
Swanepoel. The beaſts ſwam over, 
and on the following day I joined 
them with the reſt; and there we 
eontinued to the end of the month. 


During this ſtay, I had nearly 
loſt my poor Kees ; and had juſt ſet 
down to dinner, when I heard the 
warbling of a bird, that I was un- 
acquainted with. I ſnatched up my 
gun, left my tent, and in a few 
minutes returned with the bird : 
during which Kees had diſpatched 
every morſel of my intended meal. 
I had puniſhed him the night be- 
fore for ſtealing my ſupper, and 
could not ſuppoſe he would have 
forgot it ſo ſoon: he diſappeared, 
and was not ſeen till the third day 
alter, when one of my men fetch- 
ing water, diſcovered him 

| | the 
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the trees. I immediately went In 
ſearch of him; I heard him ſcream, 
and ſoon after perceived the rogue 
in a tree, almoſt concealed by a 
large branch. I entreated him to 
come down, but he would not. I 
climbed the tree, and he then ſuf- 
fered himſelf to be taken. 


The Sondag is increaſed by ſe- 
veral {mall ſtreams and; diſchar- 
fer itſelf into the ſea, about ten 
leagues below my camp. 


On the firſt of October we con- 
tinued our journey, and at four 
o'clock took our ſtation by the ſide 
of a lake. The hyænas and lions 
were this night particularly trou- 
bleſome. Woe were obliged to 
keep continual watch, firing at 
them very often. At day break 
we ſaw a number of Spring Bock ; 
our proviſion being low, 1 deter- 
mined to hunt all day, and had 

I 2 | the 
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the good fortune to kill ſeven of 
them. 


The day following we ſet out 
ſooner than uſual, on account of 
the badneſs of the water; in a few 
hours we procured better from a 
branch of the Sondag. 


The fourth day we travelled but 
three leagues ; the heat was intol- 
lerable, and the cattle fatigued. 
On the fifth we ſet forward at three 
in the morning, and at ſeven reach- 
ed an abandoned habitation ; the 
heat being ftill great, we took up 
our ſtay here for a while, and 
then continued our march for 

four hours. | | 


On the morrow we paſſed two 
other deſerted habitations; and 
in four hours we arrived on the 
banks of the little river Vogel, 
where we ſtopped to bait our oxen. 

| At 
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At twelve the ſky overcaſt. I 
profited by this circumſtance, 
hoping to gain Agter-Bruyntjes- 
Hoogte ; but meeting with a lake, 
we ſtopped and encamped. 


During the night our fires were 
perceived by ſome Hottentots ; 
as they approached us they were 
diſcovered by my dogs. My peo- 
ple were perſuaded they were Caf- 
frees, and fear preſented to them 
their dreaded enemy, from whom 
they wiſhed to fly. Klaas and my- 
ſelf were exaſperated at their cow- 
ardice, even old Swanepoel joined 
in endeavouring to inſpire courage 
into the fearfu] Hottentots. In 
the midſt of our coufuſion, a 
voice was heard, in pretty good 
Dutch, entreating us to call off 
our dogs; this we did, and diſ- 
covered the authors of this dread- 


ful alarm, to be a ſmall body of 


ES peaceful 
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peaceful Hottentots, about fiſteen 
in number, beſides women and 
children. They told me the Cat- 
Irees were raging about the coun- 
try, vowing deftruttion to all that 
fell 1 in their way. 


Having learned all I could from 
them, I was not inclined to think 
the Caffrees ſo ferocious as they 
were deſcribed; and I was ſoon 
convinced that the calumnies with 
which they were loaded, were 
falſe. I wiſhed much to traverſe 
N but on diſcloſing my 

es, not one ſeconded my in- 
tention. All perſuaſion was uſe- 


leſs to this terror- ſtruck people. I 


was therefore ſparing of my -re- 


_ proaches; but I was far from being 
fo to the Coloniſts, whole aſſiſtance 


I requeſted two days after. 


I got information, that an Eng- 
gliſh mir the Grofrenor Eaſt In- 
diaman 
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diaman had been wrecked in the 
coaſt about ſix weeks before; that 
part of the crew and paſſengers eſ- 
caping the ſea, had unfortunately 
fell into the hands of the Caffrees, 
by whom they were barbarouſly 
deſtroyed ; ſome few it. was ſup- 
poſed had eſcaped, and were now 
wandering on the coaſts. 


My heart was wounded by this 
affecting relation. I was not more 
than fifty leagues from the place. 
Various means occurred to me to 
aſſiſt theſe unhappy ſufferers. I 
_ Propoſed them to my people; but 
my propoſals were refuſed. I offer- 
ed preſents, entreaties and threat- 
enings; but they were of equal 
weight. To the latter I had nearly 
fallen a ſacrifice. I was obliged to 
_ Clap a piſtol to the head of one of 
the moſt refractory ; and had it 
not been for three of my braveſt 
fellows, I muſt have fallen a were 

ce. 
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fice. The Hoord, which I had 
permitted to accompany us, told 
me they were free, and would im- 
mediately depart. 


By the repreſentations of Klaas 
and myſelf, two of my people were 
brought over to accompany us. 
 Swanepoel was one; but four 
were inſufficient. The night was 
far advanced, and I retired to my 
tent. 


At break of day I was informed 
that the ſtrangers were moving 
with all their ſtock. I took no 
notice of this, but prepared alſo 
to depart. In four hours we tra- 
verſed the mountain Agter Bruynt- 
jes-Hoogte ; after which we tra- 
velled four hours more, and then 
.encamped for the night. 


We returned at day-break, and 
in three hours we ſaw Bruyntjes- 
8 6 Hoogte ; 
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Hoogte ; the inhabitants of which 


perceived me at a diſtance. I ſpur- 
red my horſe, and ſoon was a- 
mongſt them. I told them my 
name, that I travelled by order of 


the Government, to whom I muſt. 


give an account of my difcoveries ; 
the concluſion of my diſcourſe had 
great weight with them, and they 
received me in a very friendly 
manner. 


After a good dealjofconverſation, 
I exprefſed my ſurpriſe that none of 
of them had attempted to relieve 
thoſe miſerable Europeans, whole 
fituation I found they were not 
unacquainted with. I told them I 
now hoped to find ſome whoſe 


hearts would prompt them to go 


with me towards the coaſt where 
the veſſel was loſt; as the Dutch 
Government would no doubt amp- 


ly reward thoſe who dared fo great 


an enterrprize ; and alſo added, 


that 


* 
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that as the veſſel probably was not 
yet gone to pieces, they might find 
effects enough in the wreck to en- 
able them to pals their lives com- 
fortably. The latter motive ſeem- 
ed to have due weight; it procur- 
ed the following anſwer, „ That 
if things were as I had ſaid, it was 
right to aſſiſt theſe unhappy peo- 

le, who were in truth their fel- 
ow creatures and brethren.” 


One of the moſt cunning pol- 
troons of the ſet, whom avarice 
alone intereſted, added, © That 
the Caffrees had probably ſtripped 
the veſſel of all that was worth 
looking after; that the riſk they run 
in leaving their wives and children 
to the mercy of the ſavages, would 
not be counterbalanced by any 
uncertain proſpett of ending 
their circumſtances. | 


'Tis 
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Tis true, there was not much to 
tempt them to undertake the jour- 
ney, as they could have no oppor- 
tunity of purloining cattle from 
_— enemies, having divided twen- 

thouſand in a ſhort time; the 
ſew that remained were ſecured, 
their real owners having drove 
them into places of N ſecu- 
rity. 


I uſed every endeavour in my 
power to combat the reaſons of 
this man, but in vain; his ava- 
ricious arguments doing away eve- 
ry thing humanity could urge; and 
as they could not be aſſured of 
gain, they one and all refuſed their 
aſſiſtance. I was fearful, leſt their 
condutt ſhould influence my peo- 
ple; therefore let the diſcourſe ſub- 
fide, and continued my journey. 
There are among the Coloniſts 

a mixt race, between a White and 
a Hot- 
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a Hottentot; theſe people are 


very courageous and enterpriſing; 
ready to march againſt the Caf- 
frees. A knowledge of this induc- 
ed me to leave three of my beſt 
men, to try by every means they 
were maſters of, to engage ſome of 
them who knew the country and 
the language of the Caffrees, to 
follow me. I appointed the river 
Klein Vis for our place of rendez- 
vous, which we reached and croſ- 
ſed after three hours travel through 
bad roads. We reſted here for that 
night, which was by no means 
quiet; the _— of our dogs 
rendering it impoſſible to — 4 
At ſun riſe I der at ſome diſtance 

my Hottentots, they brought with 
them three ſtrangers, one of whom, 
named Hans, a Mulatto, had liv- 
ed a good while- among the Caf- 


frees, and * their language flu- 
ently. 


What 


4 
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What 1 learned from this man 
confirmed me in the opinion I had 
before formed, that the Caffrees are 
's general harmleſs and peaceable'; 
ut being continually pillaged; and 


' oftentimes murdered by the Whites, 


they were obliged to at in their 
own defence. That the Coloniſts 
often made pretences of loſing cat- 


tle, purpoſely to make inroads into 
the Caffrees ſettlements, extirmina- 


ting the people, and ſtealing their 
property. Hans aſſured me that laſt 
year he was an eye witneſs of the 
following inſtance of inhumanity. 


In deſtroying a ſmall ſettlement 
of the © Caffrees, a child about 
twelve years old eſcaped the gene- 
ral carnage by concealing himſelf ; 
but being diſcovered by one of the 
abominable villains, was claimed 
as his prize; the commander of 
this cruel enterprize laid claim al- 
ſo to the little priſoner; the Co- 


loniſt refuſed to deliver bim up, 


8 > which * 
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which fo enraged the leader, that 
he inſtantly, lodged the contents 
of his piece in the. breaſt of 
the litile victim. Were 1 fo diſ- 
poſed, I need not ſtop bere; 1 
have been told of other aklions 
of theſe barbarous Coloniſts, ſu- 
perior in point of cruelty to that 
I bave now mentioned, and ſhall 
only add, that the greateſt part 
by far of all the ſettlers either 
in Africa or America, from what 
I have ſeen, or from what I have 
been told, are too much of the 
foregoing deſcription. 


Hans gave me every ſatisfaction 
in bis power relating to Caffraria: 
informing me the ſpot we were now 
upon formerly belonged to a Chief, 
who no reſided thirty leagues to 
the North, called King Pharoo. 
He alſo perſuaded me to go for- 
ward, telling me that far from 
danger from the people they would 
be glad to ſee me. However, upon 
reflection, 
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reflection, I thought 1 would ſend 
a deputation to King Pharoo, and 
by that means neither endanger 
my perſon or property. 


Hlans, on my propoſing this ex- 
pedition, accepted the commiſſion, 
and promiſed; to perſuade two: or 
three of his friends to. accompany 
him. -1 likewiſe propoſed ſending 
two of my Hottentots (Adam and 
Slanger); they were togivethe King 
an account of all my proceedings 
for the laſt eleven months fince I 
left the Cape. I alſo charged my 
meſſengers to ſay that my inten- 
tions of viewing the country were 
intirely innocent. Having then 
inſtrutted my deputies, I charged 
my own Hottentots with a ſecret 
commiſſion, which was, if poſſible, 
to bring back with them ſome Ca 
Frees. Having ſtocked them with 


proviſions, I gave them preſents 


for the Prince: they bad me fare- 
$3 F kao & K 2 | well, 
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well, promiſing to return to Koks 
Kraal as ſoon as poſſible ; where I 
was to wait their arrival. 


Next morning we continued our 


journey, and in three hours ar- 


rived at the river Groot Vis. While 
the uſual preparations were mak- 
ing for our ſecurity, I walked on 
the banks of the river, and ſaw the 
zemains of a Kraal of Caffrees. 


- The night of the 19th paſſed ta- 
lerably ene though ee lions 
@pproached our encampment. In 
the morning my Hottentots who 
bad been to fetch water, told me 
they had diſcoyered recent tracts 
'of the, Hippopotamuſes and Cou- 
dous, Our proviſions being ſcarce, 
I determined to give this day to 
chace; I therfore ſent my people 
to the banks of the river to diſco- 
ver, if paſſible, the retreat of theſe 
AAS I vent different way in 

3 5 ſearch 
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ſearch of Coudous, or other game; 
but ſaw only gazells and oſtriches, 
and being on foot, it was impoſ- 
ſible to approach them. I now 
ſuddenly perceived a group of 
ſeven Coudous: I approached them 
with precaution, followed by the 
man I had brought with me. I 
ordered him to fire firſt, and at the 
report put them all to the run; 
however by good fortune, they 
paſſed me, and 1 ſhot one of them. 


We carried our proviſion to the 
camp, the kettles were filled in an 
inſtant; and in leſs than two hours 
three parts of our meat had diſap- 
Fed den The Hottentots that I 

ad ſent to diſcover the Hippota- 
mus, returned and informed me 
they bad diſcovered one under 
ſome reeds; that. they had fired 
ſeveral ſhot at it, in order to make 

it hiſt its ſituation: and chat they 
Eo e 3 -4 had 
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had ſeen many buffalos, but could 
not killed any. e | 

The eleventh night we were 
viſited by lions, hyænas, and jack- 
alls, which alarmed our cattle ver) 
much; and kept us on the watc 
till two o'clock in the morning. — 
The man whom I had ſent to view 
Koks Kraal returned, and brought 
me a favourable account of it : we 
Tat off, and reached it in three 
hours. 


On one ſide was a river of good 
water, near which I ordered my 
large tent to be pitched: a diviſion 
made for my horſes, and another 
for the ſheep and goats, ſurround- 
ing the whole with a fence of thor- 
ny buſhes, that it was impoſſible 
any wild beaſt could penetrate it; 
and by which means my flocks were 
in perfect ſaſety in my little fort- 

Next 
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Next day I ſhot a parroquet of 
a ſpecies that has not been yet deſ- 
cribed. It is about the ſize of the 


grey parrot of Guinea; its colour 


green of different ſhades. We 
were viſited alſo this day by a 
great number of bawian monkies, 
of the ſame kind as my friend Kees. 
Theſe animals appeared aſtoniſhed 
at ſeeing ſo many people; and ſtill. 


more ſo, when they perceived 
Kees among us; who anſwered 


them- in their own language. I 
held Kees by the paw, and though 
he appeared to know and talk to 
his fellows, he would by no means 
go near them. I pulled him for- 
wards ; he reſiſted, got away from 
me, and hid himlelf in my tent. 


On the thirteenth in the morning 
I was awakened by a bird, whoſe 
note reſembled nothing that I ever 
heard before. I aroſe immediate. 


* 


I/, and diſcovered it to be the 


Crapaul 
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Crapaud Volent, or (Flying Toad). 
This bird is very different from 
that of the ſame name in Europe; 
it warbles articulately, and in a 
manner not to be imitated. This 
difference, as well as its outward 
appearance, proves it to be of an- 
other ſpecies. 


I killed ſeyeral birds, a ſmall 
kind of barbus, hitherto unknown, 
and a cuckoo; which from its 
piercing note I named the Cryer ; 
* the Golden Cuckoo, of But. 

1 N 


In one of my rambles I ſaw a 
flight of crows and vultures, riſing 
and circling in the air, and -mak- 
ing a great noiſe. I preſently diſ- 
covered the cauſe; 'twas the re- 
mains of a buffalo that had been 
killed by, a lion. From the ap- 
pearance of the field, the combat 
muſt have been terrible. In my 


Travels into AFRICN. 105 


way to the camp I was ſtartled by 
A gun, that was fired cloſe to me; 
I knew it muſt proceed from one 
of my men; it did fo. Upon queſ- 
tioning him, he told me he had 
been watching a Hoppopotamus 
ever ſince day- break, and did not 
doubt but — had now killed it; 
however, it never roſe, though its 


blood was vißble upon the water. 


On the fourteenth at night, ſuch 
great quantities of rain fell, as ex- 
tinguiſhed our fires. Stormy nights 
in African deſerts, preſent a ſtrong 
image of deſolation and horror. 
The howling of wild beaſts, the 
diſmal plaints of domeſtic animals, 
the loud and frequent thunder, the 
quick and vivid lightening, added 
to the hollow echo of the moun- 
tains, all concur to render ſuch 
zune truly dreadful. The follow- 
ing day being rainy, I did not go 
out, * employed myſelf in re- 

of | gulating 


ſetting | 
morning; and it was ſo, 
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moug my recent collection. The 
un ſeemed to promiſe a fine 


We were on foot by day-break ; 
and having ſent three men to hunt 
for buffalos, gazells, &c. myſelf 
and ſeven Hottentots departed, 
leaving the reſt of my people with 
Swanepoelto take care of the camp. 


After coaſting the river for three 
hours, we ſaw the foot marks of 
a Hippopotamus ; we followed the 
track, and preſently ſa it raiſe its 
head out of the water to breathe. 
Two of my people now ſwam over 
the water, with a view to oblige it 
to keep the middle of the ſtream; 
the ſcheme anſwered, and watch- 
ing the opportunity of its riſing, 
one of wy Barbies direQed' his 
Thot with ſuch preciſion, as to 
wound it ſeverely. The pain cauſ- 
ed it to rear itſelf half out of the 

3 : 5 water, 


vater, and at that moment I lodg- 
cd a ball in its breaſt. It diſap- 
peared for ſeveral minutes, when, 
after which, we ſaw it dead, and 
driving with the current: my peo- 
ple plunged into the river, and 
hauled it on ſhore, 


- The legs of the Hippopotamus 
are ſhort, in proportion to its ſize, 
which was an advantage to us, as 
we could roll it on the ground like 
a large caſk. It meaſured. from the 
tip of the noſe to the tail ten feet 
ſeven inches, and eight feet eleven 


in circumference. Its bent tuſks 


were five inches long, and one 
inch in diameter in the thickeſt 


part. We got our prize home 


the next day, by the help of my 


oxen; and the three Hottentots 


that J had ſent in ſearch of game, 
returned ſucceſsful, having killed 
two Gnous and three Gazells. The 
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weather being very hot, we paſſed 


1 * 
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the night in cutting up and ſalting 
our proviſions. 


On the eighteenth we paſſed the 
night very indifferently, the lions 
and hyænas ſtil} continuing to viſit 
us. I did not get any ſleep till very 
late; when I got up I was ſurpriſ- 
ed to find twenty Gonaquias within 
the camp. The Chief, whoſe name 
was Haabas, approached me firſt, 
the women followed, decorated to 
the utmoſt, freſh greaſed, and pow- 
dered with Boughew (or Bucku); 
a red duſt, made from a root of that 

name; in addition to this their 
faces were painted in different 
forms. They preſented me with 
oſtrich eggs, milk, and a youn 
lamb. Their Chief alſo preſente 
me witha fine plume of oſtrich fea- 
thers, which I immediately placed 
in my hat, and he ſeemed much 
pleaſed with the compliment. 


I then | 
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1 then gave him ſeveral pounds 
of tobacco, which he immediately 
diſtributed among his people, keep- 
ing only an equa e for him- 
ſelf. Finding this, I further pre- 
ſented him (for his own uſe) with 
a knife, a ſteel, a box of tinder, 
and a necklace of glaſs beads. To 
the women I gave necklaces, and 
braſs wire for bracelets. 


| 1 ordered a ſheep to be killed, 
and a good quantity of Hippopo- 
tamus to be dreſſed, to regale our 
viſitors, who gave into an exceſs 
of gaiety. My Hottentots, not to 
to be outdone in gallantry, enter- 
tained them with muſic,” ſounding 
the Goura, the Joum- Joum, and the 
Kabouguin; nor was the Fews-harp 
forgotten, this new inſtrument plea- 
5 our viſitors very much. 


| The hay paſſed in Mieke ada 
75 keln 1 reminded my people of 
1 E gathering 
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gathering wood for fires, which 
was ſoon performed, the Gonaquais 
being of the party. I permitted 
them to ſtay all night, aſſigning 


them a ſpot at ſome diſtance from 
the camp; they danced till mid- 
night, and retired fatigued to reſt. 


I went out early on the follow- 
ing morning, and returned about 


ten o'clock with ſome birds; a- 
mong them was a Gobe Mouck 
(Fly-Catcher). This charming bird 


is of a fine red, with a long tail; 
its head ornamenied with a beau- 
tiful tuft of the ſame colour with 
the body, but brighter. 


| After carrying home my birds, I | 
| viſited the Gonaguais, and gave them 
their breakfaſts. Haabas requeſt - 


ed me to place my camp near his 


boord, where I ſhould find a great 
variety of birds; the diſtance was 


about two leagues, and I promiſed 
6 
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to viſit him in a few days. They 
nc prepared to depart. I made 
them all'dine with me; after which 
1 gave Haabas a ſmall quantity of 
tobacco, which pleaſed him much. 
At length, well ſatisfied with each 
other, theſe good people quitted 

me. I cauſed them to be accom- 
panied by one of my people, whom 
I charged to learn the road, and 
to make ſome exchanges for ſheep. 


In the 'thirty- ſix hours that I paſ- 
ſed with the Gonaquazs, I remarked 
that they clucked with their tongues 
like the other Hottentots; and 
though their language is very ſimi- 
lar, my people could not always un- 
derſtand them. They differed alſo 
from my Hottentots, by the dark - 
neſs of their complexions, their 
noſes were not ſo flat, and were 
taller and better proportioned. 


2 The affinity of cuſtoms, man- 
ners, and diſpoſitions, the neigh- 
„„ bourhood 


ys 
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bourhood of Caffraria, and the in- 


fight that I afterwards received, 
convinced me that the hoord of the 
Gonaquais, which reſemble equally 
the Caffrees and the Hottentots, 
muſt have ſprung from thoſe two 


nations. 


It was night before the Hotten- 
tot whom 1 bad ſent with Haabas 
returned; be was accompanied 
by two Gonaquais, who brought 
me a fat ox, which their Chief de- 
fired I would accept: with the or 


I alfo received ſome ſheep. I re- 


galed the Gonaquais with tobacco 
%%% TT 
It was one o'clock before I re- 
tired to reſt, being entertained ve- 


Ty much with the detail of the mel- 
-fengers; however I roſe with. the 


ſun, and went a ſhooting. Among 
other birds I ſhot a cuckoo of a 
ſpecies entirely unknown; there 
, 1 . TL. ww 2 4 f ds 23.41 2s | 
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a great diſtance. 
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Vas nothing remarkable in his plu- 
mage, being entirely of a dark 
brown; his notes may be heard at 


1 


As J returned to my camp, I 
met a number of Bubales; 1 killed 
one with my carbine; I covered it 
with branches, and on my return 
I ſent a Hottentot to feteh it. 

In order td amuſe my viſitors, 1 
employed the. reft of the day in 
preparing my birds. I detained 


them that night, telling them the 


day following they ſhould conduct 
me to their Hoord. This informa- 


tion pleaſed them, and the even- 


ing paſſed away gaily ; muſic (the 
Jews-harp) was not forgotten. I 
gave one to each of the Gonaguais, 


for which they were very thank 


$ 
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On going to- bed I informed my 
people of the journey intended for 
to-morrow, and ordered Klaas to 
have my horſes ready at day- 
break. . | 


On my riſing 1 found one of the 


Gonaquais was gone to inform Haa- 
bas of my intended viſit. As I would 
not preſent myſelf to this people 
like a tired huntſman, I dreſſed and 
powdered my hair, put on a brown 
coat with diamond cut ſteel but- 


tons, a white waiſtcoat, and nan- 


keen trowſers, black ſhoes, and 


large filver buckles; my knee buck- 


les would have been rendered uſe- 
leſs, had I not thought of placing 
them in my hat, which was alſo 


decorated with an elegant plume of 


oſtrich feathers. 
” lass Who attended me on horſe- 
back, had likewiſe adorned mw 
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| ſelf in the beſt manner he could; 
but wiſhing to een him, I 
gave him an old pair of red breech- 
es, which were put on vith an 
air of vanity, that ſnewed the im- 
portance he received from this de- 
coration. | p 


Every thing being ready for our 
departure, I ordered two of my 
men to go before with their guns, 

to acquaint the hoord of my com- 
Ing; and as ſoon as I had break- 
faſted ſet out myſelf. I ſtuck my 
poinard in my button-hole, a pait 
of piſtols in my girdle, another in 
my ſaddle, with my double-barrel- 
ed gun. Klaas, with the carbine, 
followed me, four of my dogs in 
his train; and after him four of his 
fellows, eſcorting another that car- 

nied a box, which contained two 
red handkerchiefs, fome braſs rings, 
| knives, and trinkets, intended as 
Preſents to the hoord. The Go 
e e e 
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naquais, who remained with us, 
marched at the head of our caval- 
cade, as a guide. . 


When I was within two hundred 
paces, I fired my piece, directin 

four of my men to do the ſame; 
the two I had ſent before anſwer- 
ed the ſalute. This was to all the 
hoord the ſignal for exclamations 
of joy. Every one came out of 
their huts, and aſſembled in crowds; 
but as I drew nearer, the women 
and children diſappeared, and the 
men wereleft with their Chief, who 
advanced to meet me. I diſmount- 
ed, ſaying Tabe, Tabe, at the ſame 
time taking the good old man's 
band; he anſwered my ſalute. ' 


Every one examined me with 
great attention, even Haabas, who 
"Pad never ſeen me but in my hunt- 
ing dreſs, appeared aftoniſhed at 
my decorations, and treated me 
with great diſtinction. 
8 The 


o 
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The women now came about me, 


and preſented me with milk; they 
had put on their beſt, and their 


faces were greaſed, and painted | in 
different forms. 


Haabas introduced me to his 
vile, who was not diſtinguable from 
the reſt; I preſented her with a 
Akerchief, which ſhe re- 


red han 
ceived without ceremony, tying It 
immediately about her head. To 
this preſent J added a knive and 2 
| eel; but deſirous of knowing her 
talle, I ſpread all my beads before 
her; ſhe choſe the white and red. 
1 gave her alfo ſome large braſs 

wire for bracelets: this laſt article 
the appeared to ona in the Ag 


3 


: eſtimation. E 


I then diſtributed the A bar | 
of my beads among the women: 


to the men I gave knives, Fes 
| and tobacco. 


The 


x18 Travels into Ar RIc As 


The wife of Haabas having kill. 
ed a ſheep, to entertain me and my 
people, I had ſome ſlices broiled for 
my dinner; and from where I. fat 

1 could fee my people regaling 
themſelves heartily with the food 
that had been given them. 


Dinner finiſhed, I took leave of 
1 my kind entertainers. Klaas and 
+ myſelf being on horſeback, reach- 
| ed our waggons ſome time before 
my people; who were: accompa- 
nied by about twenty Gonaquais 
men and women. It happened 
that I bad plenty of proviſions; 
therefore what they conſumed 
would no ways hurt me. 


The greater part of the night 
was paſſed in ſinging and dancing ; 
I had little ſleep. I aroſe at day- 
break, and this whole day was 
ſpent in merriment. The next 
day the whole hoord came to my 

8 camp; 
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camp ; it was the picture of a vil- 
lage holiday, and I received my 
vilitants with pleaſure. 


In the afternoon of the ſecond 
day theſe good Gonaquais took 
leave of my camp; and it is here 
neceſſary to obſerve, that the wo- 
men behaved with the greateſt dif- 
cretion, never coming to the camp 
without the men, or remaining 
there after they had left it. 


The Kraal of Haabas is ſituated 
about four hundred paces diſtant 


from the river Groot Vis. A rivu- © 


let croſſes the Kraal, and falls into 
the river, The huts are about 
forty in number, forming ſeveral 
half circles; and are united to each 
other by the little incloſures in 
which each family keeps it calves 
and lambs. Beſides theſe incloſures 
there are three larger ones, ſtrong- 
ly fenced, and deſtined to contain, 
»„˖l=˖˖ 


120 Travels into Ar RIC A. 


during the night, the general 
ftock of cattle belonging to the 
Hoord. 5 


Three weeks were now elapſed 
ſince the departure of my deputies. 
I had for ſome time paſt been re- 
flecting on the cauſes that could 


occaſion ſo long an abſence, but I 


kept my ſuſpicions and inquietudes 


# 
* 


? 


1 
* 


* 


* 


Yu 


ſign. 


to myſelf; not wiſhing to commu- 


nicate to thoſe who ſurrounded 
me, as it would be only furniſhing 


them with arms to, combat my de- 


The reſolution I had formed of 


penetrating into Caffraria, was by 


no means acceptable to my Hot 
tentots. I ſometimes ſurpriſed 
them conſulting together on the 


ſubje&, and murmuring more or 
leſs againſt me ; not but 1 was con- 


vinced a ſincere attachment to my 
perſon, and dread of the dangers 1 


ſhould 


„ 


- 
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5 ſhould be expoſed to, were among 
the CO they had to the _ 
* 5 

: + Hs concluſion of their cantit- - 

tations ſeemed to be, that I diſco- 
vered too much temerity by run- 
ning thus on the moſt imminent 

.dangers; that, apparently, I was re- 

gardleſs of my own life, and ob- 
ſtinately bent on leading them to 
be ſlaughtered by their enemies; 
and I had reaſon to believe: 
were unanimouſly reſolved toaban- 
don me if I e in my de- 

Dn. 


6 "The queſtion now emed to he, 
how they ſhould put this plan into 
execution; for of the twenty-five 
who were diſatisfied, I found ſcarce 
two were of a mind. However, 
1 was almoſt univerſally accuſed 
with baving e * depu- 
ties. | + | 
E en 
M | 
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I muſt confeſs, I began to think 
their ſtay very extraordinary. Hans 

had aſſured me it only required 
three or four days, at moſt, to reach 
the Caffree King Pharoo; then giv- 
ing him as many days to ſtop there, 
and an equal number for his re- 
turn, he had already doubled the 
time that, by this calculation, ap- 
peared neceſſary for the journey: 
and I was fearful, that the ſuſpi- 
cions of the Caffrees had been fatal 
to my meſſengers. | 


My faithful Klaas was of opi- 
nion, that I ſhould not come to 
any concluſion, but expett for ſome 
time longer the return of Hans and 
his party; letting thoſe depart,who 
expreſſed the greateſt degree of 
obſtinacy and ill- humour. 


All this time I affected an air of 
tranquillity, and continued my cuſ- | 
tomary hui ting; but a kind of in- 
CR | voluntary 
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voluntary inelination uſually drew 
me in that direction from my camp. 
from whence I ſo ardently deſired 

to ſee the return of my people. 
During the day, I contrived to 
keep hope alive ; but at night my 
horrors returned with double 
force; and in the morning J re- 
newed my fruitleſs melancholy 
ſearch. . 


At length Klaas (who was almoft 
as unhappy as his maſter) ſhut him- 
ſelf up with me in the tent; and, 
to complete my dejeftion, aſſured 
me, he had given up every expec- 
tation of ſeeing Hans or his com- 
Tades again. He ſuppoſed the Caf- 
frees, who were now at war, had 
ſacrificed them, for the muſkets 
with which they were furniſhed. 
He adviſed me to remain here no 
longer, as it would be impoſſible, 
after this misfortune, to advance 
JJ 8 
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I felt the whole force of this 
reaſoning, which I knew to be dic- 
tated by honeſty ; and ſhould, per 
haps, have been perſuaded to leave 
Koks Kraal the next day, when 
one of the four Hottentots, who 
were watching the cattle, en- 
tered the tent out of breath, with 
evident ſigns of fear in his coun- 
tenance. He informed me they had 
diſcovered a numerous troop. of 
Cajffrees on the oppoſite ſide o the 
river; that they advanced towards 
my camp, and were now about to 
croſs the ſtream. 


| This 1 news univerſally alarmed 
wy people. As the hope of ſeeing 
my meſſengers return was not en- 
tirely extinguiſhed, my firſt im- 
pulſe was to run to meet them; 
but the conſideration of the great 
number I was aſſured was ap- 
proaching, preſently deſtroyed that 
idea, and done away every flatter- 
ing illuſion. 

I im- 
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I immediately diſpatched four of 
my people, under the command of 
Klaas, to help to collett my cattle, 
and drive them immediately to the - 
camp. After having performed this 
ſervice, I wiſhed him to reconnoi- 
tre the party, to be ſatisfied whe- 
ther they were in ſuch numbers as 
had been repreſented; and if ne- 
eeſſary to ſend one of the four to 


give me every information 1 in his 
power. 


1 inſtantly. fat about charging | 
our arms. It was not my intention 
to commence hoſtilities ; but I de- 
termined, if attacked, to make Aa 

vigorous reſiſtance. | | 


I now w the PTR ves my — 
ture journey, all thoſe pacilen mea- 
fures I had reſolved to maintain, 
on the eve of being irrece ven 

— 
| I was 
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I was rouzed from theſe diſa- 
greeable reflections, by hearing the 
report of muſkets ; as it almoſt al- 
ſured me Hans and his compani- 
ons were yet alive, My Hotten- 
tots thought differently ; they ſup- 


poſed the diſcharge we heard was 


occaſioned by Klaas and his party 
being ſuddenly ſurpriſed by the 
Caffrees; and that at this moment 


they were contending. 


At the very inſtant that my ima- 
gination began to be infected with 
this idea, how great was my plea- 
ſure to ſee Klaas himſelf make his 
appearance from behind a little 
rock about three hundred paces 
diſtant; and in a few minutes I 
ſaw the whole troop advancing 


peaceably and in good order, to- 


wards my camp. I now ordered 
my people to lay down their arms, 


and endeavoured to appear calm 
and compoſed. N 


When 


* 
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When the company had nearly 
approached me, Hans ordered them 
to ſtand, and coming up to me a- | 
lone, told me in a few words, that 
I was at liberty to travel into Caf- 
fraria, without the leaſt danger; 
the nation he had juſt quitted hav- 
ing declared they ſhould ſee me 
with pleaſure. He added, I might 
judge of the favourable opinion 
they entertained of my deſigns, by 
| their confidence in viſiting me, in 
| order to make an offer of their 
| friendſhip, and recieve mine. In 
a word, they had taken this jour- 
ney on the aſſurances which Hans 
gave them of a favourable recep- | 
tion at my camp. pigs... | 


Hans then told me, he had not 
been able to ſee King Pharoo, who 
was removed thirty leagues from 
his uſual' refidence; an that ac- 
count, finding it impoſſible to obey 

my orders, he thought it beſt to 
5 5 | return: 


— 
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return; that owing to the fa- 
vourable ideas he had given the 
Caffrees of my character and peace 
able diſpoſition, they had offered 
to accompany him, that they might 
perſonally. aſſure me of the gene- 
ral good-will of the country; and 
that being convinced I was no 
Coloniſt, they were ready to re- 
ceive me as a friend and protec- 


_ tor. 


The Cafrees flattered themſelves 
1 ſhould be able to revenge them 
on a certain Coloniſt of Bruyntjes- 
Hoogte ; of whom they had dread- 
ful complaints to make, and whoſe 
very- name inſpired horror. In 
the ſequel I learned a number of 
incidents reſpetting the conduR 
of this wretch, whoſe odious name 
ſome particular conſiderations pre- 
vent my publiſhing ; but the crimes 
which have acquired him diſtinc- 

tion, even In the claſs of monſters, 
11 ” Ihe: 


— 
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are of ſuch public notoriety, that 
every inhabitant of the Cape is ac- 
quainted with them. In vain bas 
government ſummoned him to its 
tribunal, to render an account of 
his conduct: ſituated on the limits 
of thè colonies, the orders of the 
Governor, or threats of his offi- 
cers, are but excitements for him 
to commit new crimes. 


I now gave Hens orders to bid 
the Caffrees advance ; he made a 
fign with his hand, and I was in 
- an inſtant ſurrounded by the whole 
company, amounting to nineteen 


men, five women, and two chil- 
dren. 


They addreffed me altogether : 
I found I did not underſtand the 


Caffree language. They examin- 
ed every thing they could, expreſ- 


5 ing ſurpriſe and fatisfation. 


* | Hans 


130 Travels into AFRICA. 


Hans, however, enlarged on the 
merits of my double barreled 
gun and piſtols; they begged to 
ſee them. I ordered ſome of them. 
to be produced, and put them m 
ſelf into their hands, - without the 
leaſt appearance of diſtruſt, They 
banded them from one to the o- 
ther, and examined them with 
great attention; but their curio- 

lity demanded ſomethingmore than 
a bare-examination ; this I was a- 
ware of, and chance furniſhed me 
with an excellent opportunity of 
sratifying them. ” | 


| Two Goallows a were at this time 
paſſing and repaſling before us; the 
two charges I had in the. piece 
brought them down; they. were 
much ſurpriſed at my power, look- 
ing firſt at me, and then at * 
3 wy idea 5 


, o 6 74 1 13 - » 
> $4 7 * 3 k * 5 ö 2 wh 4 * 
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I aſked if they would do as much 
with their af/aygays ? they ſhook _ 
their heads, and confeſſed that wea- 
pon inſufficient to kill a bird fly- 
ing. Hans now preſented to me a 
young Caffree, accounted among 
his countrymen as the moſt expert 
in throwing the af/aygay and ſhort 
maſſue, and that his ſkill therein 
had acquired him great reputa- 
tion. He was about eighteen. I 
expreſſed a wiſh to ſee his per- 
formance; when immediately he 
prepared himſelf to exhibit. —I 
had already ſeparated a ſheep from 
| my flock to entertain them ; and I 
thought it would anſwer the pur- 
pole. I therefore bid him try his 
_ {kill on that. He took, five af+ 
ſaygays in his left hand, and one 
in his right; he brandiſhed his 
weapon, and running four or five 
ſteps, threw it with ſuch force, 
that the head was inſtantly buried 


—_—  — — eee owe = 


plunged the head of it ſeveral 
times into the ſand, and afterwards | 
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in the ſide of the animal, who fell 


and died almoſt immediately. 
I was charmed with his ſucceſs, 


and his countrymen were no leſs 
ſo. After having drawn his lance 
from the body of the animal, he 


de ch it carefully with graſs. 


aa fince the arrival of as 


irn I had been fully employ- 


ed (through my interpreter Hans) 
in anſwering the queſtions their 
curioſity had prompted them to 
aſk. I wiſhed alſo to queſtion 


them, and waited I for 197 1 
turn to e a a 


them 3 * to orelt 


Fi, huts, which they 'direQly fat 


to work upon; and alſo to roaſting 
the ſheep which the young markſ- 
man had killed; and in a ſhort 


time 
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. time nothing er of it af wg 
1 bones. 


1 was not to o lern whats a pow- 
W. agent intereſt is; I wiſhed 1 
attach \ mytelf to the Caffrees. I 
diſtributed, therefore, among my 
viſitors ſome tobbaco and trinkets, 
which they received with great ſa- 
tisfaction; but what ſtruck their 
attention moſt was the iron. They, 
looked on it with ardent eyes, ex- 
tolled its value above all things; 
the  hatchets, pick axes,” and au- 
gers that were in my waggon, 
they beheld with aſtoniſhment, and 

ſeemed to covet er a 
impatience, 


In ones to-dimbuils iba i 
_ dour for ſuch thing, I gave orders 
15 have chem e convented,' ' 


-< Aw has read Capt. Cook" 8 
Voyages to the South Seas, will 
Call N „„ 
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have remarked, that this celebra- 
ted navigator, or his party, ſcarce 
ever ſet foot on ſhore, without 
meeting with ſome loſs : they were 
plundered eyen in their ſhips. The 
Caffrees and Hottentots are not 
yet arrived at that degree of dex- 
terity of thoſe iſlanders ; but they 
are not entirely exempt from 1 it. 


I obſerved, with regret, that the 
ſpirit of diſcord was gaining ground 
in my camp; it was brought on by 

ſtopping at Bruyntzes Hoogte, where 

| I diſcloſed my plan of operations, 
to excite the ſuccour of the Co- 
loniſts; bere my people became 
frightened by their ſtories con- 
n the Caffrees. 


For my own part: 1 8 
no danger. I paſſed whole days 
among my Caffree viſitors, con- 
verſing with them, and having ma- 


FN par 1 5 reſpetting 
their 


4 > * ” ” bk. A.M * = \ Sh wo cy 
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their nation; which is leſs known 
to Europe than even the Hotten: 
tots. I could; diſcover nothing 
but good.will and candour among 
them ; and being fully convinced 
they were in earneſt in their ex- 
preſſions of attachment, I was leſs 
upon my guard, and admoniſhed 
my people to appear leſs ſuſpici- 
ous. 


They begged of me to accompa- 


ny them to Caffraria; and 1 was 


ſufficiently inclined to cloſe with 
their invitation; but I had: ſome 


powerful reaſons-which forbad me 


giving way to their deſires. I there- 


fore excuſed myſelf - by telling 


them, it would be impoſſible to 
begin my journey ſo ſoon as they 


might wiſh, aſſuring them I would | 


viſit them on the earlieſt opportu- 
nity. They then conferred to- 
gether, demonſtrating, by their 


manner, the high opinion they en- 


N 2 tertained 


LEY 
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tertained both of my power and 
inclination to ſerve them. ö 


Thegame of the before - men- 
tioned inhabitant of Bruyntjes- 
Hoogte was inceſſantly in their 
mouths; one of them in particular 
in an agony of rage and deſpair, 
violently ſtruck his head, while re- 
lating the tragical ſtory of his wife 
and two children being murdered 


by the hands of this relentleſs Co- 
nit. i 


5 The following anecdote, hows 
| ever extraordinary it may appear, 
was related to me by one of thele 
Caffrees ; and I have ſince had the 
truth of it confirmed by different 


people. | 


At a time when peace was eſtab- 
lfhed between the Caffrees and 
the Coloniſts, this tyger of Bruynt- 
Jes Hoogte, being only happy in the 


boſom 
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boſom of horror and carnage, in 
hope of renewing the flame of 
war, purchaſed at Cape Town a 
parcel of unſerviceable muſket- 
barrels, which he knew he could 
readily exchange with the unfuſ, 
peQting Caffrees, who are always 
in want of iron. The bargain being 
made before he delivered them, he 
nailed up the touch-holes, hav- 
ing loaded them with a double 
charge of powder each, rammed 
in bits of broken braſs, old iron, 
&c. up to the very mouth. The 
unhappy Caffrees took home F ua 
_ purchaſe, and immediately ſet a- 
it working them into aſſagays; 
preſently the fires reached 
powder, and produced a dreadful 
exploſion, ſhattering in an ipſtant 
their contents, wounding in every 
direction. The man who related 
this event, which the whole Haord 
had been witneſſes of, made me 
remark the ſcars of ſeveral wounds 


„ he 
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he had received on this tragical 
occaſion. 


 Ivjuſtice and tyranny are odious 
to the 1 but if rendered 

deſperate by perſecution, deſpair 
has led them to cruelty ; the Whites 
have been to blame in ſetting them 
ſuch ſhocking examples. 


Having taken ſome pains to 
ſtudy the diſpoſition of this people, 
(who have been fo much calumnia- 
ted) I began to entertain as favour- 
able opinion of them as of the Hot- 
tentots ; my days paſſed, as uſual, 
continually Ka ch wy amuſe- 
ments. | 
"II 'recommenced my mg 
ſome of my gueſts uſually attended 
me ee the young Caf- 
a d frequently gave additional 
8 of his? {kill, ſtriking the game 

© his 3 77 Ns 7 


"ag. + 


8 
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In one of our excurſions he 
helped me to kill a very large 
H ippopotamus; it did not prove 
ſuch good eating as the ſmaller 
one. The Caffrees, indeed, ſet 
very little ſtore by it; preferring 
their own beef, the favourite ſood 
of theſe people; who think mutton 
by no means comparable to it. 


The Cafrees live ſo familiarly 
with their cattle, and ſpeak to them 
in ſo kind an accent, that they 
 punttually obey them. They milk 
into the baſkets I have before- 
mentioned, which are made by the 
women only; being very light, and 
not being made of a brittle mate- 
rial, they are found to be very 


ſerviceable. - . 


However fond the Caffree may 
be of his cattle, he ſeems ſtill more 
ſo of his dog. My pack were never 
ſo much carreſſed, or fed ſo plenti- 


full7/ 
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fully as during the time the Caffrees 
were with me. My great dog Ga- 
ger was particularly an object of 
admiration; indeed he was ſuch a 
favourite, that there was hardly a 
man among them who would not 
have given a dozen of his oxen to 
have become Gager's owner . 


I till obſerved, that moſt of my 
_ Hottentots were determined not to 
accompany me into Caffraria. Ne- 
vertheleſs I was fully determined 
to adhere, to my plan. I could not 
bear the idea, that my people ſhould 
flatter themſelves with having made 
me alter my reſolutions, or of dic- 
tating to their chief. I counted on 
Klaas as on myſelf; I was equally 
certain of old Swanegoel, of the 
huntſman Zean. Pit and Adam 
ſeemed alſo well diſpoſed; as did 
allo three of the Gonaquais.- 

With 


z 
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With theſe eight men I reſolv- 
ed to hazard the journey; but I 
did not think it prudent to an- 
nounce it to my Hottentots, until 
the Caffrees had left my camp. 


On the departure of the Caf- 
frees, 1 meant to give them a quan- 
tity of glaſs and hard-ware, which * 
TI hada few days before refuſed to 
exchange for ſome of their oxen. 
I wiſhed very much to perſuade the 
youngCaffree (whom I have ſeveral #& 
times mentioned) to remain with 
me; but he oppoſed all my ſolicita- 
tions, ſo abſolutely, that I found it 
impoſſible to ſucceed. I know 
the Whites too well,” ſays he, to. 1 
truſt them. They are ever ſtudyj- 
ing to oppreſs us; and was I ſim- | 
ple enough to follow you, after be- 
ing once reduced to ſlavery, it 
would be in vain to remind you of 
your promiſe ; I ſhould never by 


. perm 


142 © Travels into AFRICA. 
permitted to viſit my native con- 
try. | 4 | #4 : ; 
8 8 | bd „ 
I had yet many queſtions to aſk 
theſe people. I had not forgot the 


_ unhappy ſufferers in the Groſvenor 
_ Eaſt Indiaman; but being ſituated 


towards the north-weſt, they were 


further from the ſea than myſelf, 
and could give no poſitive accounts | 
of this melancholy cataſtrophe. 


— 5 The 4 had, indeed, {een part 0 the | 
3” effetts taken from the wreck, which 


Thad been exchanged with other 
hoords ſor cattle; even the Caffrees 
now at my camp, poſſeſſed ſome 


trifling part of the property. One 


ſhewed me a piece of filver coin, 
which he vore at his neck; another 
a ſmall ſteel key; they likewiſe 
= . deſcribed, as well as they could, 4 

curioſity which had been divided a- 


mong them. I judged, by their ac- 

punt, that it muſt have been a 

n; whoſe wheels they had ſe- 
bk parated 


7 
+= 
" 
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parated and formed into different ; 
ornaments. I was right in my con -„— 
jeQure; for in ſhewing them mine, | 
they exclaimed it was the ſame 
thing, only of a different colour. 
They added, the moſt valuable of 
the effeAts had been taken by their 
countrymen that inhabit the ſea- 
coaſt, who were in poſſeſſion of a 
great number of pieces ſimilar to 
that on the neck of their fellow. 
As for the people who eſcaped the 
wreck, they had been informed N 
ſome were found dead upon the  ! 
fand ; but that others, more forcu- 
nate, had reached a country in- 
bite by White People. Ty 


—4 On the 9 of ORober, thi Caf. 
frees informed me they meant to 
ſet off that day. Every, proteſta- 
tion of friendſhip and gratitude was. 
renewed; joined with promiſes, + 
that through whatever Hoords thexyx 
raten they would publiſh how ; 
Wit | kindly * * 


e r 
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kindly and hoſpitably I had receiv- N 
ed them. They promiſed to deſ- 


cdiribe my camp, my perſon, and a- 


bove all my beard; which would 


- diſtinguiſh me from the Coloniſts. 


I accompanied them to the river 
fide, when, having with their beaſts 
ſwam to the oppoſite ſhore, I ſa- 


luted them, for the laſt time, with 


a general 'difcharge of my muſ- 
ketry; and very foon after the trees 


and uſhes intercepted them from 


my Gight. ; 
. gone," I told wy 


| Hottentots, I hoped they would re- 


flett on the tranquil manner they 
had paſſed their time with us; and 


confider every former fear as ill- 
founded, and conclude, by con- | 
fenting to accompany me in | 


expedition Having ſaid thus much 

t off immedaitely to viſit the 

venerable Haabas; Neurinet if 

1 found this defirable change 0 
| 8 
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the reſentments of my peoffle on 
my return, to ſtrike my camp, and 
begin my journey before they had 
time to cool, or alter their deter- 


4 
; 


minations. * 


Haabas was glad to ſee me, told 
me his fears on. account of the 
Caffrees, who had been at my camp, 
and propoſed to remove further. 

from that people. He wiſhed I 
would adviſe with him concerning 
a new ſettlement : the reſult was, 
that we ſhould gain the weſtern 
mountains, at a great diſtance from 
Caffraria. ys 


Before I left Haabas 1 wiſhed 
him to perſuade ſome more of his 
people to accompany me : he would 

not. I therefore took my leave, 
and returned to my camp. 


After converſing with my men 
on the buſineſs of the journey into 
* | a Caffraria 

O 
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Caffraria, I found them unanimous 


in declaring, their non-compliance 


was occaſioned by a knowledge that 
neither Whites nor Hottentots ever 
returned from that country. 


The next morning I aſſembled 
thoſe on whom, I could depend, 
and informed them I was ready to 
depart, if they were yet reſolved 
to follow me. I affured them 1 
had no intentions of penetrating 
farther into Caffraris, than appear- 
ed conſiſtent with ſafety ; and as it 
was uncertain with king Pharoo, 
I ſimply propoſed viſiting thoſe. 
friendly Caffrees who were expect- 
ing me with impatience, and en- 
deavour to learn what I could con- 


cerning the wreck of the unfortu- 
nate Groſvenor. I had the ſatiſ- 


 faQtion to find they were firm to the 
romiſe they bad before made me. 
L then told Swanepoel I confided 


in his care during my abſence, and 


- , COnp ured 


> WJ : : 
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conjured him to keep good order 
in the camp. 1 


Our proviſions and neceſſaries 
were preſently got ready. I filled 
two leathern bags with gunpowder; 
theſe were encloſed in a ſecond, 
to preſerve them from damp. I 
took alſo eight guns, with balls 
and ſhot. I aſſorted ſome glaſs 
and hard ware into [mal] parcels; 
took a tent, a woollen coverlet, a 
cloak, other things indiſpenſibly 
neceſſary, and five dogs; nor did 
I forget a plentiful ſtore of brandy 
and tobacco. 


- On: the gd of November I left 
my camp, on this journey into Caf- 
_Fraraa, ſuppoſed lo perilous by part 
ol our people. I had, previous to 
my departure, taken old Swane- 
poel aſide, and told him, that if I 
found it impratticable to croſs Ca/ 
raria, I would return in fifteen 


x O 2 days: 
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days: if, at the expiration of that 
time I did not return, he was to 
remain fix weeks, at the end of 
which he was to ſtrike the camp, 
and go to Cambedo (his country). 
I entreated him to be careful of 
my waggons and collections: in a 
word, on the leaſt appearance of 
danger, to think of nothing but 


getting away in ſafety. “ And 


ould my ſtay,” I added, with an 
emotion I could not ſuppreſs, 
« give you reaſon to ſuppoſe I have 
periſhed in the expedition, take 
the road to the Cape with the re- 
mainder of my people; and put al! 
my effects into the hands of my 
friend Mr. Boers.” 


The honeſt old man could not 


hear theſe words without tears. I 


conſoled him, by promifing to at- 
tempt nothing I might not reaſon= 
ably expe to ſucceed in; and 

e joined 
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joined thoſe who were waiting my 
departure. 


Thus attended, by eight men, 
one of whom carried my flag, I be- 
gan my journey, and ſoon loſt fight 
of the camp. (I forgot to mention 
my amuſer Kees was of the party). 
Having croſſed the river, we took 
our rout to the north-eaſt, ftriking 
at once into the body of Caffraria; 
our march was continually under 
the ſhade of the Mimoſa Wilotica, a 
fine tree, the whole canton being 
overſpread with them. The graſs 
was high, and my oxen fed as they 
walked along, without having the 
trouble of bending their heads to 

the ground. EI Eng oe 


My dogs ſprung a buſtard, which 
I killed; it was different from any 
that have yet been deſcribed, and 
larger than the European duck. The 
plumage on the neck, the breaſt, 
and belly light and blue; the reſt 
nt \* 7 Es of 
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of che body red, pointed and ſtreak- 
ed wich black. 


We continued our journey five 
hours, then we ſtopped. I ſkin- 
ned the buſ/tard I had ſhot ; it made 
me a good meal, while my men 
uſed the proviſions we had brought 
with us. My oxen having fed all 
the way, laid themſelves down to 
ſleep. In the afternoon we had a 
ſtorm, with thunder; notwithſtand- 
ing which we purſued our journey ; 
for as we had no ſhelter where we 
dined, the inconvenience ariſing 
from bad weather was not augment- 
ed by travelling. By five o'clock we 
were ſo much fatigued, that I or- 
dered the tent to be ereQed, large 
fires to be kindled; and having dri- 
ed ourſelves 2s well as we could,re- | 
tired to reſt. The rain came in tor- 
rents, ſoaking through our cover- 
ings, that we found our ſituation ſo 
„ that we prepared for 
our 


2 
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our departure before day-break; 
but the riſing ſun diſperſing the 
clouds, our oxen being weary, and 
the diſtance, by Hans's account, to 


the neareſt Kraal of the Caffarees, 


being three leagues; I determined 
to remain where I was another 
night. 


While we were in this place, one 
of my men killed a Gazell, of the 
kind called a Gnou, reſembling a 
ſeer, or ſmall ox. 

We proceeded early in the 
morning, and arrived at the Kraal, 
but did not find a fingle inhabi- 
tant. Here, for the firſt time ſince 
my quitting the colonies, I diſco. 
vered ſome kind of cultivation; a 
kind of mellet was growing, call. 
ed Caltrarian eon. 


3 1 took up my reſidence in my 
tent as uſual, while the Hottentots 
x | occupied 
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occupied ſome of the huts; and 
before us ran a clear water, over a 
bottom of pebbles. Nothing re- 
markable happened during our en- 
campment at this place, except 
that every day, between three and 
four o'clock, we experienced ſhort 
but violent ſtorms. 


On the ninth day of the month 
we packed up our baggage, and 
continued our journey. 


We took an eaſtward courſe, 
crofling a country, whoſe graſs had 
totally been deſtroyed by fire. 13 
ſaw flocks of ſpring bock, guorous, and 
oftriches : I ſent a few unſucceſsful 
hots after the latter, who were too 
ſhy to let me approach them. I ſhot 
as many partridges as dined all my 
people; but did not ſtop to dreſs 
themtill aſter five hours hard travel. 
An oſtrich ſtarting before me, at 
about twenty paces from our track, 
On I thought 
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I thought it might have been fit- 
ting; I ran to the ſpot from whence 
it roſe, where I found eleven eggs, 
quite warm, and four others at the 
diſtance of two or three feet from 
the neſt. And it is worthy of re- 
mark, that this bird always places 
near her neſt a number of evns, | 

proportionet] to thoſe ſhe intends to 
fit on, which remaining ſeparate and 
- uncovered, continue good for ſome 
time; being deſigned by this pro- 
vident mother for the firſt nouriſn- 
ment of her young. 


4 


At half paſt ſeven we ſtopped 
at a large lake, formed by the rains, 
where we watered our oxen, made 
our fires, and dreſſed our eggs; they 
were delicious, and one of them 
1s equal to forty-eight pullets eggs ; 
The evening paſſed chearfully; not 
fo. the night, being diſturbed by. 
the barking of our dogs; but we 
never could find from what cauſe 
their noiſe proceeded. On the 
tenth we continued our journey 
| eaſtward. 
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eaſtward. Having croſſed a thick 
foreſt of Memoſa trees, We came 
to a ſmall river, which we forded; 
and walked along its banks for full | 
two leagues, when night coming 
on, we pitched our tents. 


Our guide informed me, that 
three leagues further there was a 
Hoord that would be glad to ſee us. 
Next morning 1 ſent Hans forward, 
attended by two of my Hotten- 
tots, well armed, appointing a ren- 
dezvous within a league of the a- 
bove-mentioned Kraal. This party 
met me according to the appoint- 


ment, and formed me that they 


had found the Kraal in a good 
ſtate ; but, like the laſt, totally de- 
ſerted. We ee, our jour- 
ney, and took poſſeſſion of it. Here 
we found above a hundred huts, 
-well conſtrutted: in one of them I 
found two afſaygeys. I determin- 
| cd to remain in this place two 


days; 
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days; and in the mean time en- 
deavoured to diſcover if any Caf- 
frees were in the neighbourhood ; 
but all our reſearches were in vain, 
not one Caffree was to be ſeen. 


bs now turnedTny thoughts to the 
wrecked veſſel, and although ffrom 
the Caffrees account) I had but lit- 
tle chance of finding it; I turned 
towards the coaſt, flattering myſelf 
I ſhould at leaſt obtain more cer- 
tain information. 7 


on every ſide we ſaw deſerted 
huts, but no appearance of any 
inhabitants. Since my departure 
from Koks Kraal, 1 had made ſo 
conſiderable an addition tomy col- 
lection of birds, that I found dif- 
ficulty to ſtow them, in a manner 
neceſſary for their preſervation. 


On the fifteenth we croſſed. a 
little river, and I now took my 
| courle 5 
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courſe rather more to the ſouth. - 
ward; traverſing the country with- 
out ſeeing a Caffree. We began 
to experience a want of water; but 
by the ſagacity of Kees, we were 
ſoon relieved from that difficulty, 
he having diſcovered a fountain. 
We encamped near this welcomd 
ſpring, which I called Kees-foun- 
tain. 


Reſolving to paſs the night at 
this place, I ordered my tent to 
be pitched. The gathering clouds 
announced a ſtorm, and it ſoon 
rained abundantly, but it was not 


_ laſting: as ſoon as it was over, 
while ranging to diſcover birds, two 


ſerpents, of a bright yellow colour, 

ſuddenly ſtarted up before me; 

they were of the ſpecies well known 
in the colonies by the name of 

Kooper Kapel. Theſe reptiles, on 

ſeeing me, ſwelled their heads pro- 
digiouſly, hiſſing in a fearful man- 
| ner. 
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ner. 1 knew their bite to be mor- 
tal, and the facility with which 
they dart to a conſiderable diſtance, 


renders them ftill more dangerous. 


I fired; one fell dead on the ſpot, 


and the other took refuge in his 
hole. That I killed, meaſured 
five feet three inches in length, 
and nine inches in circumfe. 
rence ; beſides an infinite number 
of ſmall ſharp teeth, it had a hook 
on each fide his upper jaw, joint- 


ed, which he could contract or 


throw out at pleaſure. 


At aids we perceived a fire; 
which, as well as the darkneſs would 5 


permit us to judge, might be at 
three leagues diſtance. My Hot- 
tentots thought they diſcerned the 
{hadows of men paſling and repal- 
ſing before it, and my glaſs con- 
vinced me they were not miſta- 
ken. The queſtion now was, were 


they * or the Boſhis-men, 
P ; 


enemies 
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il = 9 
. enemies of all nations, thieves and 
i murderers by profeſſion? We con- 
it cluded them to be of the latter 
Tort, as the Caffrees never inhabit 
the tops of mountains ; therefore 
took the precaution to extinguiſh 


| our fire, and the night paſſed in 
| tranquillity. 


On the morrow my firſt care was 
l to diſcover to whom thoſe fires be- 
| longed ; but being extinguiſhed, I 
| was deprived' of any fixed point 
of direction; and my people, per- 
ſuaded they were not Caffrees, did 
not ſeem to like to follow me. I 
therefore gave it over, had our 


baggage packed, and bade farewell 
it to Kees. Fountain. 


We croſſed a wood of Memoſa 
trees, with much difficulty, cover- 
ed with duſt, and overcome with 
heat; after 6x hours march, we 


ſtopped by the ſide of a lake. As 
0 N ſoon 


* 
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| Toon as we were encamped, I ſent 
ſome Hottentots to diſcover, if 
poſſible, thoſe who had given us 
ſuch inquietude the night before ; 
in leſs than an hour one of them 
brought me information that they 
had diſcovered a company of Caf- 
frees; he now conducted me and 
Hans till we could diſcern ten men 
condutling ſome cattle very peace- 
ably; on ſeeing us, they were a- 
bout to eſcape, but Hons calling 
to them in their own language, 
telling them they had nothing to 
fear, they ſtopped till he joined 
them. On being informed 1 was a 
friend to the Caffrees, they imme- 
diately approached, and I preſent- 
ed to them my hand. On fight of my 
beard, their fears ſubſided, havin 
heard of me from thoſe Caffrees I 
bad entertained at Koks Kraal : 
one of them was likewiſe acquaint- 
ed with Hans, whom he had feen 
in his own 2 75 I took them to 
1 my 


WIS Way > 
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my tent, and regaled them with to- 
bacco and brandy. I found the 
fires we had ſeen in the night be- 
longed to them. I enquired about 
the Groſvenor ; but learnt little 
more than that it had been caſt a- 
way on the coaſt of Caffraria, ex- 
cept that they had ſeen ſeveral 
white men among the Tembouckes 
ſome time ago; when they ex- 
changed ſome merchandize with 
that people for nails taken from the 
We From this I concluded, 
the. melancholy event had happen- 


ed beyond the country of the Tam- 


bouches as high. at Madagaſcar, to- 
wards the channel of Moſambigue. 


I paſſed the whole day in con- 
verſation with theſe Cafrees, gain- 
ing thereby a great deal of uſeful 
information, My Hottentots found 
them of ſo friendly a nature, that 
at night they entreated me to let 
them remain among us; I granted 

rs ec their 
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their requeſt, and then retired to 
my tent to repoſe mylelf, and pre- 
pare for the fatigues of the mor- 
row. | 


In the morning, when the Caf- 
frees were going to leave us, I 
called my men together, and told 
them, that after what we had heard 
the evening before of the difficul- 
ttes we might encounter, with the 
danger of being aſſaulted by the 
Tambouches or Boſhis-men,who were 
now ſcattered over every part of 
Caffraria, I thought it moſt pru- * 
dent to return to Koks Kraal. 


The pleaſure that brightened 
their features, plainly ſhewed how 
much my converſation had pleaſed 
them; and they unanimouſly ex- 


preſſed their ſatisfaQtion. 


Before the Caffrees left my camp, 
\ T preſented them with a good quan- 
Ty , a 
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tity of tobacco, reſerving only e- 
nough for my men till we could 
reach the camp. The Caffrees help- 
ed us to pack up, and load our ox- 
en; after which, wiſhing each other 
a good journey, we ſeparated ; they 


going to the northward, and we to 
the ſouth. 


We were three days making the 
banks of the Groot Vis; during 
which time nothing remarkable 
happened. We journied along its 
banks for three days. On the morn- 
ing of the fourth we diſcovered the 
high mountains; this occaſioned 
great joy, as it was an aſſurance 
that we ſhould ſhortly fee our 


camp, our flocks, our wealth, and 


the reſt of our companions: we 
quickened our pace, and late the 
ſame night reached the camp un- 
diſcovered, where every thing was 
in perfect order. But the dogs im- 
mediately ſpread the alarm, and 

i my 
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my people knowing their voices, 
ran out inſtantly, every one ex- 
preſſing the greateſt joy, at our 
return; even the dogs ſeemed to 
ſhare the general fatisfaRtion. My 
family had encrealed during my 
abſence. A detachment of the 
worthy Gonaquais had quitted their 
Kraal, and ſettled on the ſpot 1 
had aſſigned the Caffrees; having 
conſtrutted ſeveral new huts. 


| Swanepoel gave me a very ſa- 
tisfattory account of all my peo- 
ple; and I was delighted to find 
myſelf returned. I was now ſur- 
rounded by my numerous family ; 
who were all ſmoaking their pipes 
round a great fire; not excepting 
the Gonaquais women, each in- 
dividual being regaled with a dou- 
ble portion of brandy, while en- 
joyed my tea and milk, which 1 
had for ſome time been deprived 


of, 
1 fixed 


* 


164 | Travels into AFRICA. 


I fixed our departure for the 
Sth, that we might have time to 
repair the waggons, conſtrutt a new 
tilt for that which contained my 
arms, ammunition, &c. replace 
the old traces for new ones, caſt 
{ome balls and ſhot, and ſettle my 
journal. 


The eighth, the happy day of 
of our departure for the Cape, at 
length arrived, and every thing 
was in readineſs; however I pro- 
Jonged our ſtay for two days, that 
we might have time to bid fare- 
well to our good neighbours, and 
make merry with them. The news 
being carried to Haabas, I ſoon 
ſaw men and women haſten to us; 
Haabas preceded them, all that 
were able following to take leave 


of us. ; 


During the forty-eight hours we 
bad to pals together, all was rejoic- 


ing 
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ing and pleaſing; my brandy was 

not ſpared, any more than the mead 
that Haabas had prepared and 
brought with him. I gave to Haa- 
bas and his people every thing I 
could poſſibly ſpare, particularly 
tobacco, keeping only enough o 


"upply my own men till we reach- 
the Cape. 


I now took leave of the vener- 
able Haabas, entreating him with 
carneſtneſs, to follow the council 
I had given reſpecting his Hoord. 
He promiſed to take my advice. 
I then mounted my horſe ; I dared 
not look back, I would not ſpeak, 
nor am I aſhamed to own, tears 
eaſed the oppreſſion of my heart. 


It was the 10th of December. 
From the information we had pro- 


cured, I preſumed we ſhould find 
Sneuw-Bergen towards the weſt ; 


and that b "7 leavin g Bru ntjes-Hoogte 
on 
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on the left, and crofling the chain 
of mountains, we ſhould reach this 
canton, after a journey of about 
forty or fifty leagues. 


We travelled fix leagues, though 
the heat was exceſſive ; and about 
one o'clock, ſtopped on the ruins 
of a Kraal, the ſight of which in- 
ſpired horror. The unhappy Hoord 
moſt probably having been malla- 
cred; as the earth was firewed 
with human bones and mangled 
limbs. A revolting ſpettacle ; which 
we quitted as ſoon as poſſible, and 
purſued our - journey till four 
o'clock, which brought us to an 
abandoned hahitation. Here we 
reſolved to paſs the night; but 


were hardly ſettled before our bo- 
dies were covered with fleas. We 
quitted the place immediately, and 
pitched our tent on the banks of a 
pleaſing rivulet ; in which I plung- 
ed, without taking time to un- 


fer Et, 


dreſs. 
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Our new ſituation was very agree- 
able, but never did the awful fi- 
lence of night ſtrike me ſo power- 
fully as in this place; the profound- 
neſs, which was at intervals broken 
by the roaring of lions, gave it an 
additional ſolemnity. Every day 
I added to my collection; which I 
enriched by a beautiful bird, un- 
known to the ornitholiſts; my men 
named it Vyt Lager (the Mocker) 
as it was ſufficient for them to lee us; 
or even our animals, to make them 
aſſemble by ſcores; and perching 
perpendicularly on the branches, 
balancing their bodies backward 
and forward, deafened us with a 
quick repetition of gra, ga, ga, ga. 
This poor bird ſeemed to ſurren- 
der at diſcretion; for we killed as 
many of them as we pleaſed. It is 
nearly the ſize of a blackbird; his 
plumage ſhaded with gold colour, 
purple and green ; the tail long an 
pointed, hke the head of a lance; 


3 85 _ and the wings are ſpotted with 


white; 
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fell, and preſently a third, be- 
ing only ſlightly wounded, hung 
by the tail to a ſmall branch; a 
ſecond ſhot brought him down. I 
picked up my four monkies, and 
walked towards my camp. They 
were of a middle ſize, the hair mo- 
derately long, and of a greeniſh 
colour; the belly white, and face 
entirely black. While I was ex- 
examining them, Kees entered my 
tent. I knew his fear of thoſe ani- 
mals, and expected him to be much 
alarmed; but he appeared to fear 
dead monkeys much leſs than liv- 
ing ones. He turned them over 
and over, as he had obſerved me to 
do; nor was he, I believe, the firft 
monkey that had aped the natura- 
liſts. * A ag 


I left this place the 28th, and 
after three hours march met fome 
Holtentots, with flocks of ſheep, go- 

ing to join their reſpective Hoords. 
e I purchaſed 
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I purchaſed two ſheep of them, and 
we parted. 


About three hours after, we ſtop- 
ped at the Klein Vis, which we now 
met for the third time fince we 
firſt croſſed it. I encamped here 
to repair one of my wheels, and 
two days after, according to my 
callendar, was the firſt * of the 
year, 1782. 


We continued our journey on 
; the third, leaving behind us the 
chain of mountains, ſituated near 
Bruyntjes Hoogte ; and perceiving 
thoſe of Sneuw-Bergen to the north, 
which we wiſhed to reach. Though 
it was the hotteſt time of the year, 
we diſcovered ſnow in the chaſms 
and hollows towards the top of theſe 
formidable mountaihs. While I - 
was amuſing myſelf. with my glaſs, 
the Hottentots told me they ſaw a 
white man. On his coming up, 
he informed me, he had travelled 

Q 2 a con- 
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a conſiderable way to procure ſalt 
from a lake ſituated near SwariKop 


river: I immediately joined him. 


By the way he informed me that 
on the commencement of the war 
with the Caffrees, he had the miſ- 
fortune with his wife, his only ſon, 


and attendant. Hottentot, to be at- 


tacked during the night by ſome 
of thoſe people; they immediately 
concealed themſelves in the thick- 
ets, but at day- break found his ſon 
pierced with ſeveral wounds of the 
aſſaygays. He alſo told me, that 
the hatred of the Caffrees was ir- 
revocably fixed: an unfortunate 
event for the innocent, who ſuffer 
equally with their guilty oppreſ- 
ſors. 


To amuſe this traveller, I defir- 
ed him to paſs the night at my 
camp, regaling him in my beſt 
manner with tea and tobacco. Our 
converſation turning upon . 

5 e 
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he told me, that one of his friends, 
an inhabitant of Swart Kops, had 
ſhewn him one he caught when 
hunting. This account reminds . 
me of that I had abandoned on 

the banks of the Kromm river a- 
bout eight months before. After 
the deſcription I gave of him, he 
was convinced it was my horſe, 
and immediately offered me two 
of his oxen for him; deſiring a 
line to make good his claim. Wiſh- 
ing to oblige him, I agreed to his 


propoſal, giving him an order to 
reclaim my horſe, | | 


We continued our way, keeping 
Sneuw-Bergen in e where I 
hoped to arrive the ſame day; but 


by eleven o'clock the heat was fo 
great, that we were obliged to halt 
on the banks of the Bly, and there 

paſs the night. This river, which 
is ſometimes a torrent, was now al. 
moſt dried up ; and we were oblig- 
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ed to quench our thirſt with ill. 
taſted and ſtagnant water that re- 
mained in the hollows. 


At day-break we quitted this 
diſagreeable ſpot ; and after three 
hours and a half's journey, we ar- 
rived at Vogel river (Birds river), 
our fatigue preventing us from go- 
ing further. | 


On the morning of the ſixth we 
continued our way up Birds river. 
On the ſeventh, the very moment 
of our departure, on counting the 
cattle, I found three were want- 
ing. They were, after a long ſearch, 
found ; but it prevented our ſetting 
off till near ſeven at night. The 
days were at the longeſt, the even- 
ing freſh ; and as we could not be 
more than four leagues from Plat- 
te river; it was my intent to reach 


it, and ſtop there for the night. 
Wwe. 
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We had not got two leagues be- 
fore the horles and cattle took 
fright, and were in the greateſt 
diforder ; this I knew to be owing 
to ſome lions being at hand; we 
took to our arms, and kindled 
a great fire. The night was not 
dark, and being on a ſandy plain, 
we could diſtinguiſh objetts at a 
good diſtance ; the dogs kept very 
near us, by which I knew ourene- 
mies were not far off. I preſentl 
ſaw two lions on a ſmall hillock, 
apparently waiting for us. We fir- 
ed altogether, but without effect, 
and they immediately diſappeared. 


At day-break I went to the {pot 
where we had ſeen the hons; I, 
followed the prints of their feet 
{ome time, by which I was con- 
vinced we had been very cloſely 
belet. | os 
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When we reached Platte river, 
we found it dry: finking with 
drought, we walked up the banks 
for three quarters of an hour, when 
we found ſome holes of muddy wa- 
ter that the ſun had not yet exhal- 
ed. Here was no majeſtic foreſt 
to charm the eye! no delightful 
Paſtures! but rocks topping each 
other, and parched ſands. Winter 
was ſeated on the ſummit of mount 
Sneuwberg, as if diſputing with the 


fun the empire of this miſerable cli- 
mate. = | 


My intention was to climb and 
explore this famous mountain ; but 
as I knew it to be the reſort of the 
Boſhis-men, as well as lions, I de- 
termined to ſhelter myſelf from the 
ſurpriſe. of either. I then placed 
my tent openly, fortifying it in the 
beſt manner I could. 1 


Here I found marks of the feet 
of a rhinoceros; we looked out 
| ſtrialy 


Lo mern Th 
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ſtrialy for thoſe animals, but was 
not fortunate enough to meet with 
any. Some of my men informed 
me, that while ſearching for the 
rhinoceros, they had met with a 
Hoord of ſavages, whoſe Kraal 
was ſituated at the foot of the 
mountain. N 


I reſolved to viſit them; and ſet 
out very early next morning at- 
tended by three of my beſt markſ- 
men, for the Kraal. They re- 
ceived me with kindneſs; and 
were not ſurpriſed to ſee me; hav- 
ing been informed the preceding 
evening, that I ſhould certainly 
viſit them. They were poor and 
miſerable, and had taken refuge 
in this dreary ſpot, to avoid the 
cruelty of the Coloniſts ; uncon- 
ſcious of having run in the way of 
the Boſhis-men. 


I exchanged ſeveral articles they 
ſtood in need of, for four ſheep, 
15 which 
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which they were to bring in the 
morning giving them beſide Tome 
preſents and advice. 


It rained all night, but abies 
with the morning; there was now 
no want of water, and the Hotten- 
- tots which I had aſſiſted, brought 
the four ſheep, and an old cow. 
Theſe people preferred tobacco to 
beads, which they ſeemed to-have 
plenty of. As on my return tothe 
Cape, I could eaſily recruit my 
ſtock of tobaceo, I was not ſparing 
of it; my prodigality pleaſed them, 
and they loon returned with eleven 
more ſheep, which I purchaled with 
the ſame article. | 


One day, when ſeveral of. theſe 
ſtrangers were at my camp, one of 
the keepers oi my flock came to 
inform me that ſeveral Boſhis-men 
had come down from the moun- 
tain, and drew near them ; but had 
been kept in awe by a few dil 

| | charges 
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charges of their muſkets. Myſelf 

and Klaas got on horleback, at- 
tended by four good markſmen, 
went in queſt of theſe dangerous 
plunderers, and ſoon diſcovered 
thirteen of them; but ſeeing we 
advanced reſolutely, and hearing 
our balls whiſtle through the air, 
they preſently took to flight; and 
though we followed full ſpeed, 


could not come near enough to hit 


This little alarm was of great 
ſervice to me, as it rendered the 
Hottentots diligent. I doubled the 
guard, Swanepoel and myſelf alter- 
nately going the round; while 
Klaas at the head of a ſmall de- 
tachment ſcoured the valley and 
environs, Theſe expreſſions were 
plealing to my Holtentots, who fear 
even the lion leſs than the Boſhns- 
Men. 


Being 
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Being determined to climb the 
heights Sneuwberg, I was adviſed to 
be on my guard, as the Bo/his-men 
were there in great numbers. How- 
ever, I explored the moſt conſpi- 
cuous eminences of this dreary 
ſpot, with ſafety. I ſoon after croſ- 
Jed the river Juben, and entered 
the ſhrill plain of Carouw. After 
five hours journey we gained the 
banks of the Vogel, the heat en. 
creaſing daily. When, having got 


to the Sondag, we met fifteen Hot- 


tentots, who had left Cambedo, on 
account of the _—_— who 
were rendering the country a 


ſcene of blood and devaſtation. 


In the evening we encamped on 
the river Cambedo, and having kill- 
ed four Gnous, we occupied three 
days in ſalting them, 


On the ſixteenth we reached the 


plantation of two free Negroe bro- 
-_ | 5 thers . 
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hers; who treated us with the 
greateſt kindneſs for three days. 


We then continued our way, 


through a country parched with 
drought; in which we ſuffered ſe- 
verely; but, perſevering in my 
Journey, I reached the Cape, and 
my friend Mr. Boers, on the 26th 
of March, where I parted with 
my people ;—diſtributing among 
them ſuch of my effetts as would 
be of no ſervice to me at the town. 
I, held out my hand to Klaas, who 
was loath to quit me. I deſired him 
to come and ſee me often, which 


he promiſed to do; and I could not 


ſee him depart without emotion. 


— At oo 
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ral Meetings of the People called Qu a- 
KERS. By the late SAMUEL FOTHER- 
GILL. Price 15s. gd. ſewed in marble 
Paper, in a neat Pocket Volume. 


III. BEAUTIES of LITERATURE, 
on MoRAL and RELIGIOUS =_” 
Price 28. ſewed, or 2s. 6d. bound. 


IV. The BEE; a Selefion of PotT1- 
CAL FLOWERS, Price 1s. 6d. in boards, 
or 2s. bound. | 


